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God's Word in Your Heart 
‘By Zella Nixon 
INNOCENT child with questioning 
gaze, 
Before whom life’s path seems a difficult 
- maze, 
Safe, safe you may travel, secure from 
the start, 
If you will keep hiding God’s Word in 
your heart. 
O brave gallant youth, in the conflict of 
life, ‘ . 
Tried weapons you need in the desperate 
strife: 
The Spirit's strong sword, not . the 
enemy’s dart, 
Will win if you're hiding God’s Word 
in your heart. 
O dear aged pilgrim, with way-weary 
feet, 
A stout staff for you is each promise so 
sweet; 
"Twill bring peace and comfort which 
will not depart 
If you have been hiding God’s Word in 
your heart. 
Little Foxes 


Abiding in Christ is the secret of 
victory. He is the vine, we are the 
branches. We are commanded to abide 
in Him (John 15:4) and to “quench not 
the Spirit’ (1 Thess. 5:19). Very small 
things can hinder the continual flow of 
divine life from Him to us. They are 


like the “little foxes” of the Song of 
Solomon: “Take us the foxes, the little 
foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines 
have tender grapes” (2:15). The world 
counts them as nothing, but they can 
work havoc in the life of a Christian. 
If we could dig out a den of them, and 
put them in a pen, with labels on them, 
we should probably find these among 
them: loss of temper (which in plain 
Bible language is anger); retelling a tale 
of evil to.no purpose, and with relish: 
being led along by the tempter in the 
reading of unclean literature, or looking 
at suggestive pictures; criticizing others 
behind their backs; hasty, harsh words; 
grasping at a sum of money; making a 
selfish choice, in which we put ourselves 
before others, or even before God; aim- 
ing at personal gain rather than God’s 
glory. It is an evil, ravenous, sly pack, 
striking swiftly, withering the branches, 
and spoiling the fruit. How can we cap- 
ture and kill them? Only by the Spirit 
and the Word. Only thus can we bring 
“into captivity every thought to the obe- 
dience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5), and bring 
forth “more fruit” and “much fruit.” 


a \ 


Turning Trial Into Blessing 

Trials borne in the right way can 
yield much blessing. But we must be- 
lieve that God still rules and overrules 
in the lives of His children, that “all 


things work together for good to them 
that love God,” and that He has per- 
mitted what may be very painful to us. 
When the mind is stayed on Him, tribu- 
lation softens our hearts, humbles us 
and makes us more completely depend- 
ent én Him, stimulates sympathy for 
others in trouble, turns our thoughts 
from earth to Heaven, and increases our 
love for the Word of God. It is not a bad 
thing to be at times in such a.furnace 
of affliction that we can find no comfort 
except in the Scriptures-—-the Psalms, 
the precious promises of the prophets, 
the records of the-fierce testings of 
Christ and the apostles, and the words 
of encouragement they have left for us. 
What happens in us is more important 
than what happens to us, Are we hard. 
ened and made rebellious, or do we 
allow the fires to.melt down our pride 
and self-assurance and make us entirely 
pliable in His hands? Samson, in the 
strength that God gave him, killed a lion 
with his bare hands, and when he came 
back later he took honey out of the 
carcass (Judges 14). We,,too, nay have 
a similar experience. We may draw 
sweetness from formidable obstacles 
when we overcome them by His Spirit. 
Patience, experience, and hope come 
through tribulation, and the proper cul- 
mination of these is that “the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghagst which is given unto us” 
(Rom. 5:5). 


The Scope of Prayer 


The second of three editorials on prayer by J. E. Harris 


YER gets things from God, but 
Pore: should take in more than 
a seeking of good things from God 

for ourselves, or even for others. Of 
necessity, man being the needy creature 
he is, asking God for things we need is 
an important element in prayer, but it 
is not the highest aspect of prayer. Be- 
yond and above the prayer that seeks 
things from God is the prayer that sim- 














ply seeks God Himself, the prayer of 
pure delight in God for what He is. 
One is the prayer of supplication, the 
other of adoration. Let us look at some 
aspects of both these main types of 
prayer. 

Confession is an important aspect of 
the prayer that seeks things from God. 
It has been said that a frank apology be- 
tween men and a humble confession 
before God are rare indeed. It is not 
the Oriental alone who is addicted to 
“saving face.” We all hate to acknowl- 
edge ourselves at fault, and try to pal- 


_ Tiate it or cover it up. But we get 


nowhere with God while we proudly ze- 
fuse to confess to Him the things of 
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‘awrong and shame that mar our lives. 
‘“He that covereth his sins shall not 
-4prosper: but whoso confesseth and for- 
saketh them shall have mercy” (Prov. 
28:13). Our prayers will never prosper 
@@s long as we condone, excuse, and per- 
)sist in known sin. But definite, frank 
acknowledgment to God, humble confes- 
sion plus the earnest purpose to for- 
sake our sin—these bring the pardon 
of God and then fellowship with God 
follows. “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
[God] is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:8, 9). Such 
is the word of the apostle, and it is at- 
tested in the experience of believers 
through the Christian centuries. One of 
the things that man, the sinner, needs 
from God is forgiveness, and, to obtain 
it, honest acknowledgment of our faults 
is essential. The prayer of confession 
finds the pardon of God. 

Then there is the prayer of personal 
petition, in which we bring such varied 
heeds of ours before God as our circum- 
starices demand. Our Heavenly Father 
graciously encourages Christian be- 
lievers to make their requests known 
to-Him about all matters that press upon 
them, and that takes in a wide circle 
of possible petitions on our own behalf. 
But prayer is unduly narrowed when 
it stops with ourselves and our needs. 
It should pass into the realm of inter- 
cession, prayer for the needs of others, 
and surely there lies a vast field for all 
lovers of God and their fellows. The 
Bible calls on us to pray for others, 
not only for ourselves. Thereby the 

prayer of supplication is relieved of 

ess. 

Some of the noblest scenes of Scrip- 
ture gather around the unselfish inter- 
cession ‘of great Bible characters for 
“others. Think of Abraham praying for 
the doomed cities of the plain, of Moses 
praying for rebellious Israel to be 
spared, of Daniel unburdening his anx- 
ieties for his people and their future in 
solemn and costly intercessory prayer, 
-.and of our Saviour praying for His very 
crucifiers. 

But all these kinds of prayer —con- 
fession, petition, intercession — are 
prayers of request seeking certain boons 
. for oneself or for others. The prayers 
of earth are largely of this character, 
earth being the sin-wrecked place that 
it. is. But the prayers of Heaven are 
largely prayers of adoration rather than 
supplication, and we most nearly ap- 
proach heavenliness when we know 
something of that delight in God for 
what He is that turns confession to 
thanksgiving, petition to praise, inter- 
cession to adoration, 

Heaven cries: “Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory and honour and 

-spower: for thou hast created all things, 
» and for thy pleasure they are and were 
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created” (Rev. 4:11). Heaven’ myriad- 


voiced: choir sings: “Worthy is_ the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing” 
(Rev. 5:12). In other words, Héaven 
finds in God’s activities, first in creation 
and then in redemption, that for which 
God is to be adored. 

Pure adoration of God in man’s 
prayers is uncommon. We take a step 
toward it when we incorporate thanks- 
giving into our prayers. Surely we can 
at least do that. The mercies of God 
are many, and thoughtful people be- 
come thankful people by counting their 
blessings. We are bidden to make our 
requests known unto God by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving. Let us 
do it. Perhaps by pausing to consider 
the vastness of our debt to the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, we shall 
ascend from the noble mood of thanks- 
giving for His gifts, to the nobler mood 
of adoring contemplation of the Giver 
Himself. . 

So prayer may be supplication, but it 
should rise at times to adoration, and 
is noblest then. But let us look again 
at the prayer of supplication and con- 
sider its proper scope in the light of 
that great model prayer we call the 
Lord’s Prayer. There we learn that the 
great burden of our supplication should 
be the cause of God on earth, and all 
things that have to do with establishing 
the reign of God in the hearts of men 
are proper subjects for prayer. 

I once heard a missionary tell an 
audience of some of her experiences, and 
she included a word as to the goodness 
of God in answering her prayer for a 
warm coat for the Canadian winter into 
which she had just come from India. 
A woman in the audience who was a 
leader in the women’s work in her 
church said afterward that she felt un- 
comfortable about the idea of the mis- 
sionary praying for a coat. To her that 


(Continued on page 69) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Did: Chiet’s Nose: Aposer 
in Secular History? 


While Paging through some _back 
copies of Sunpay Scnoot Times 
I came across an article by Dr. Joseph 
Free on “Recent Archaeological De- 
velopments” (Nov. 17, 1945). 


After a brief discussion of the dis- 
covery of an urn bearing the inscrip- 
tion “Master Jesus,” Dr. Free says, 
“Entirely apart from this newly dis- 
covered inscription, we already have 
eviderice outside the Bible for the ex- 
istence of Christ, for reference to 
Christ and His followers is made by 
several Roman historians including 
Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny.” Can 
you give me any further jntermation 
regarding such evidence? 

A professed atheist recently made 


January.18,.1947 


the statement to me that there is not 
one line outside of the Bible to prove 
that Jesus rist ever existed. n 
I mentioned the works of Josephus he 
said everyone knows that that passage 
referring to Jesfs was forged by a monk 
and interpolated into the writings of 
Josephus. Can you tell me if this is 
an accepted fact? ¢ 


I want to express my’ appreciation 
to the Trues for the help and inspira- 
tion that I get from it—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 


Dr. JoserH P. Free’s REPLy 


Since this type of objection to the ex- 
istence of Christ sometimes comes up, 
I have dealt with it in a book which I 
am writing, called “Archaeology and 
Bible History” (p. 136); the book is in 
manuscript form as yet. I quote: 


We have a definite answer to this type 
of skepticism. Christ is referred to by 
the pagan Roman historians. Tacifus, 
telling of the persecution of Nero, refers 
to the Christians, already a “great mul- 
titude,” who derive their name from 
“one Christus, who was executed in the 
reign of Tiberius by the procurator of 
Judaea, Pontius Pilate” (see James Orr, 
article on “Jesus Christ,” in “Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclopaedia,” 
p. 1626). 


The Roman writer Suetonius also re- 
fers to the expelling of the Jews ‘from 
Rome for raising tumults at the instiga- 
tion of one “Chrestus,” plainly a mistake 
for “Christus” (Ibid., p. 1626). Pliny 
the Younger was propraetor of Bithynia 
and Pontica in A.D. 103-105; he wrote to 
the Emperor Trajan for guidance re- 
specting the treatment of Christians. He 
bears testimony to their innocent lives 
and allegiance to Christ, their founder. 
There are several others who refer to 
Christ, including Lucian the Cynic, Cel- 
sus, and Josephus... . 

Among the early Christian writings 
which refer to Christ and Christian 
things, we may cite the Church Fathers, 
the early church manual called the 
“Didache,” the harmony of the Gospels 
made by Tatian (called the “Diatessa- 
ron”), and many other sources, such as 
hymns and letters which have been 


. found among the papyri which have 


been excavated in the archaeological 
work in Egypt. 


(Mr, Irwin H. Linton, the well-known 
Christian lawyer of Washington, D.C., 
and one of the Directors of The Sunday 
School Times Company, discussed fully 
the problem of Josephus’s reference to 
Christ in an article entitled “Did Jose- 
phus Reaily Mention Jesus Christ?” in 
the Tnoyes for July 15, 1933. Quoting 
Thomas Hartwell Horne’s great old work, 
the “Introduction to the Study of the 
Holy Scriptures,” he gives five convinc- 
ing reasons why we may believe that 
the reference to Jesus Christ in Jose- 
phus’s works is authentic. Unfortunately, 
the only available copies of this article 
are in Tae Sunpay Scuoot Truss files. 
Editor.) 
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A Valuable Céllection of English Bibles 


How it gives brief glimpses of the romance of Bible translation 


account of the several volumes : 


A S AN introduction to this brief 


which compose this collection of 
English Bibles may I quote from a 
work by Dr. James Baike entitled “The 
English Bible and Its Story.” He states: 
“It is a most singular and remarkable 
fact that among all the links which bind 
together the scattered branches of the 
English-speaking race, one of the very 
strongest is their common possession of 
a book of which not a single line was 
written, “or a single thought conceived 
by an Englishman. English literature 
is indeed rich in great writers whose 
works have had a profound influence 
in determining and maintaining the in- 
tellectual and spiritual unity of the race; 
but even the stoutest admirers of Shake- 
speare, Milton, Bunyan, Wordsworth, 
Scott, and Tennyson would cheerfully 
and ungrudgingly admit that the works 
of all these put together are not for 
one moment’to be compared, as an in- 
fluence, with the power which the Eng- 
lish Bible has exercised as an agent of 
that unity, and, scarcely less, as its most 
conspicuous monument and sign.” 
Again he writes, “The English race is 
emphatically “The People of the Book’ and 
that Book an alien one.” 


From Latin Vulgate to Anglo-Saxon 


Among the many works which tell 
the story of how this “alien Book” came 
to occupy its pre-eminent place in Eng- 
lish literature is one by the late Provost 
of this University, Doctor Josiah H. 
Penniman, entitled “A Book About the 
Bible.” It was a great privilege, a few 
years ago, to spend an afternoon with 
him going over the Bibles which are 
presented here today. ° 

It is not possible to give an extended 
account on this occasion of the volumes 
which illustrate the steps in the produc- 
tion of the English Bible. Dr. Penniman 
and numerous other scholars have set 
forth the story in interesting detail. A 
brief reference to the principal volumes 
in the collection is all for which we 
have time. 

The earlier Saxon arid English trans- 
lations were based on St. Jerome’s Latin 
translation known as the Vulgate. His 
New Testament was completed in A.D. 
385, and the Old Testament followed in 
due course. This version, with revisions, 
has been the standard of the Roman 
Catholic Church for over fifteen cen- 
turies, and was for a thousand years the 
mother of all versions. Two illuminated 
fourteenth-century manuscripts of this 
work are in the collection. 

St. Augustine and other early mis- 


By T. EDWARD ROSS _ 


More than one hundred Bibles, form- 
ing one of the finest private collections 
of its kind, were presented to the 
Library of the University of Penn- 
sylvania on July 1, 1946, by Mr. Ross. 
He acquired the collection over a 
period of twenty-five years, because 
of his interest in the development of 
the English Bible. It was given te 
the University in memory of his 
stepson, Lucien Bonaparte Carpenter. 

Mr. Ross is the senior partner in the 
accounting and auditing firm of Ly- 
brand, Ross Brothers & Montgomery, 
of which he was one.of the founders 
in 1898. Mr. Ross was a personal 
friend of Dr. Trumbull and Dr. How- 
ard, and has been a Director of The 
Sunday School Times Company since 
1918. Mr. Ross’s remarks at the pres- 
entation of his collection of Bibles 
to the University of Pennsylvania 
are here reprinted with his permis- 
sion and that of the University 
Library. George Whitefield, the 
great evangelist, and “the inspirer 
and original Trustee of the Charity 
School of 1740, the forerunner of the 
University of Pennsylvania,” would 
doubtless have been keenly inter- 
ested in such a gift as this. 








sionaries to Great Britain took copies of 
the Vulgate with them, and from these 
translations were made into the Saxon 
tongue by the Venerable Bede, King 
Alfred, Archbishop Aelfric, and others. 
Latin manuscripts have been preserved 
in which interlineations were made in 
the native language. The | beautiful 
manuscript in the British Museum 
known as the “Lindisfarne Gospels” con- 
tains such glosses. Unfortunately we 
have no original manuscript of this type 
in the collection, but there is a volume 
published in 1571 under the direction of 
Archbishop Matthew Parker entitled, 
“The Gospels of the Fower Evangelists,” 
which contains in parallel columns the 
Saxon and the English text of the 
“Bishops’ Bible” of 1568. It is stated 


that the Gospels were “translated in the . 


olde Saxons tyme out of Latin into the 
vulgare toung of the Saxons, newly col- 
lected out of Auncient Monumentes of 
the sayd Saxons and now published for 
a testimonie of the same.” This rare 
work was edited by John Foxe and dedi- 
cated to Queen Elizabeth. The volume 
here is the famous Earl of Spencer copy, 
with notes on the fly leaf and title page 
which read, “This is a rare and very 
excellent usefull booke, and very hard 


- to be met with and deare,” and, “I was 
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twenty years looking for to buy one of 
these bookes, before I could buy one 
under a marke. I offer’d many times an 
Angel forsamche a booke as this,” 

A’ Tohg*Yap in the story follows the 
perfod ofSaxon translations and the days 
when Czedmon sang his paraphrases of 
Scripture. 

The fourteenth century is a notable 
one. In this century Chaucer laid the 
foundation of English poetry. It was the 
century of Edward III and the Good 
Parliament and was marked by bitter 
controversies. One of the prominent 
men of the period was John Wycliffe, 
a famous scholar and leader of thought 
in university circles. His stand on the 
issues of the time eventually resulted 
in his excommunication and his dis- 


‘missal from Oxford. He retired to his 


parsonage at Lutterworth and there con- 
tinued his work on the translation of 
the New Testament from the Vulgate 
which he completed in the year 1380. 
The translation of the Old Testament 
had been begun by Nicholas Hereford, 
but the work was interrupted by his 
trial and excommunication and Wycliffe 
finished the translation, thus producing 
the first complete Bible in English. A 
second revised edition was the work of 
John Purvey, one of Wycliffe’s disciples. 

One of Wycliffe’s opponents charged 
him with having “made the Bible com- 
mon and more open to laymen and even 
to women, than it was wont to be to 
clergy well learned and of good under- 
standing, so that the pearl of the Gospel 
is trodden under foot of swine.” 

We are fortunate in having a manu- 
script of Wycliffe’s New Testament 
which belonged to Gilbert Berkely, 
Bishop of Bath and Welles in the six- 
teenth century. There is also a printed 
copy of 1731, as well as the work of 
Forshall and Madden of 1850 in four vol- 
umes, containing in parallel columns 
Wycliffe’s version and Purvey’s revision. 


The First Printed English Version 


Gutenberg’s invention of printing from 
movable type opened an era for the 
wider distribution of literature. His 
first production about the year 1450 was, 
as is well known, a Latin Bible, which 
is represented in our collection by a 
single leaf with a bibliographical essay 
by the late A. Edward Newton. 

’ Nearly a century and a half elapsed 
before another version was isbued. In 
the year 1525 William Tyndale brought 
out his first edition of the New Testa- 
ment, it being the first printed version 
in English. Tyndale, who. was master 
of several languages, attempted to begin 
the work of translation in England, but 
he soon encountered strong oppesition. 
He removed to the continent, never to 
return to kis native land. One whole 
copy (except for the missing title page) 
remains of the first edition, which is in 
the library of the Baptist College in 
Bristol, England, Francis Fry had fae- 
similes made of it, and we have one of 
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the finer copies made for a member of 
his family. 

A quotation from one of the catalogues 
of 1911 of the British Museum, may be 
of interest concerning this first edition: 

“The reception given to Tyndale’s New 
Testament may be illustrated by the 
following story. A merchant named 
Packington approached the Bishop of 
London, Tunstall, and offered to buy up 
copies for him.to destroy. The story 
is thus told by the chronicjer, Hall: 
‘The. Bishop . . . said, \“Gentle Mr. 
Packington, .do your diligence and get 
them; and with all my heart I will pay 
for them whatever they cost you, for 
the books are erroneous and nought, and 
l,intend surely. to destroy them all, and 
to burn them at Paul’s Cross.” Packing- 
ton came to William Tyndale and said, 
“William, I know thou art a poor man, 
and hast a heap of New Testaments and 
books by thee, for, the which thou hast 
both endangered thy friends and beg- 
gated thyself, and I have now gotten 
thee a merchant which, with ready 
money, shall despatch thee of all that 
thou, hast, if you think it so profitable 
for yourself.” “Who is the merchant?” 
said Tyndale. “The Bishop of London,” 
said Packington. “Oh, that is because he 
will burn them,” said Tyndale. “Yea, 
marry,” said Packington, “I *am the 
gladder,”. said Tyndale, “for these two 
benefits shall come thereof; I shall get 
money to bring myself out of debt, and 
the whole world shall cry out against 
the burning of God’s Word; and. the 
overplus of the money that shall remain 
to me. shall make me more studious to 
correct the said New Testament, and so 
newly to imprint the same once again, 
and I trust the second will much better 
like you than ever did the first.” And so 
forward went the bargain, the op 
had the. books, Packington had the 
thanks, and Tyndale had the money.’” 

: With + robe financial assistance furnished 
by the, Bishop, Tyndalé was enabled to 
revise his work and bring out a second 
edition in 1534, A good copy of this edi- 
tioh is in our collection. 

Unlike Wycliffe, who translated gon 
the. Vulgate, Tyndale went back to 


tated the “Paieueaih or the Book of 
Jonah. All later translations bear the 
impress af Tyndale’s work. As Froude 
has said:.. “The peculiar genius which 
bteathés through the English Bible, the 
mingled tenderness and majesty, the 
Saxon. simplicity, the grandeur, ‘un- 
equalled, unapproached in the attempted 
improvements of modern scholars — all 
are here, and bear the impress of the 
mind of one man, and that man William 


‘AS @ companion to the copy of ‘Tyn- 
Pg New Testament, we have a copy 
the Greek New Testament of 1516, 
which was edited by Erasmus, the read- 
ing of which by Tyndale gave him the 
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inspiration to make its contents avail- 
able to English readers. 

The first complete Bible printed in 
English was published in 1535 by Bishop 
Myles Coverdale. It contains many 
quaint renderings such as: “The Lord 
was with Joseph in so much that he be- 








Portion of Title Page 
of Coverdale Bible-1535 


The Old English reads: 
“The Byble: that 
is the holy Scrypture of the 
Olde and New Testament, 
faythfully translated in 
to Englyshe. 
M. D. XXXV. 


’ S. Paul. If. Tessal. III. 
Praye for us, that the worde of God 
maye have free passage & be glorified. 
S. Paul. Colloss. III, / 
Let the worde of Christe dwell in you 
plenteously in all wysdome, &c. 

Josue. L 


Let not the Boke of this lawe departe 
out.of thy mouth, but exercyse thy selfe 
therin daye and nyghte, [that] thou 
mayest kepe and do everythynge accord- 
yinge to it that is wrytten therein.” 








came a lucky man”; “The foolish bodyes 
sayin their hertes, Tush, there is no 


God”; “For there is no more Treacle in, 


Galaad”; “So. that thou shalt not nede 
to be afrayed of any bugges by, night, 
nor for arowe that fiyeth by daye.” 

It is said that there are no perfect 
copies of this Bible extant. The copy 
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here has ten leaves and the map of the 
Holy Land in facsimile. 

In 1537 another Bible edited by John 
Rogers was published under the name 
of Thomas Matthew. The translation is 
really Tyndale’s with the exception of 
the latter half of the Old Testament 
taken from Coverdale’s version. 

There followed in 1539 Taverner’s 
Bible, being the Matthew version with 
the more violent comments omitted or 
toned down. 

Copies of both the Matthew and Tav- 
erner Bibles are in the collection, to- 
gether with copies of Coverdale’s New 
Testament of 1538 and the New Testa- 


‘ment of Erasmius of the same year in 


“Englyshe and Latyn.” 

The “Great Bible” of 1539 was author- 
ized to be read in the churches. This 
version is represented by a copy of the 
second edition of 1540 which contains 
Cranmer’s Prologue. The Bible is often 
called “Cranmer’s Bible.” 

The Geneva or “Breeches” Bible of 
1560 is well represented by a copy of 
the first edition and copies of later edi- 
tions of more or less rarity. The first 
edition was the first English Bible to 
appear in Roman type and with the 
chapters divided into verses. It was the 
most popular Bible yet published: ~ It 
was the version used by the Pilgrim 
Fathers and it maintained its popularity 
long after the publication of the King 
James Version. 

The “Bishops’ Bible” was published in 
1568 under the direction of Archbishop 
Parker, aided by eight bishops and sev- 
eral deans and professors, The first edi- 
tion contains engravings of Queen Eliza- 
beth, the Earl of Leicester, and Lord 
Burghley. .An interesting marginal note 
to the 45th Psalm reads: “Ophir is 
thought_to be the Islande in the west 
coast of late found by Christopher Co- 
lumbo; from whence at this: day is 
brought most fine gold.” 

Another interésting volume "thn Eng- 
lish is the Rheims New Testament ‘pub- 
lished by the Roman Catholic Church 
in 1582. 

The King James or Authorized Bible, 
which has been in common use since 
its publication, is represented. by copies 
of the. “He” and the “She” Bibles, both 
issued in 1611.. These names were given 
to the two printings because of the vari- 
ance in the copies at Ruth 3:15, one stat- 
ing that “he (Boaz) went into the city,” 
and the other that “she (Ruth). went 
into the city.” 

Several ‘later printings of the King 
James Bible Which are of special inter- 
est are in the’ collection, such as the 
“Vinegar Bible” of 1717, named from 
the error in the. caption of the. Parable 
of the Vineyard. . . . There are copies 
of the first Cambridge and Edinburgh 
printings; also beautiful. specimens of 
the printer’s and binder’s art, such as 
the John Fiéld issue of 1659 and 1660 in 


(Continued on page 68) 
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The Keys to John’s Gospel 


Ill. The Divisions of the Book 


A, Tue Locicat Divisions 
N COMMON with the three Synoptic 
Gospels, John sets forth an orderly 
account of the life of Jesus. The order 
is indicated by stages of action, marked 
off by development in the narrative. 


These stages are as follows: 


Prologue ........... 1:1-1. 
1. Period of Considera- 
pee RSE AES 1:19 to 4:54 
Il. Period of Contro- 
OE 55 nis ie hE 5:1 to 6:71 


Ill. Period of Conflict ... 7:1 to 11:46 
IV. Period of Crisis ..... 11:47 to 12:36a 
V. Period of Conference 12:36b to 17:26 


VI. Period of Consum- 
DD 53. 5 oe oie 03 18:1 to 20:31 


The Prologue stands by itself. It gives 
the spiritual background for the histori- 
cal narrative that follows. It states the 
nature of the principal character, intro- 
duces the forerunner, John the Baptist, 
and clarifies his mission and its intended 
effect. 


The Period of Consideration presents 
to men the person of the Son for their 
consideration and evaluation. He is 
presented in succession to the disciples 
of John the Baptist; to Judaism, in Jeru- 
salem, represented particularly in the 
person of Nicodemus; to the Samaritans; 
and to the world at large, as represented 
by the nobleman from Capernaum. In 

‘each of these cases, a different human 
need is treated — religious, intellectual, 
emotional, physical. In each of these 
representative human situations, Jesus 
proved Himself the master of men and 
of their personal problems. 


The Period of Controversy comprises 
Chapters 5 and 6. Though the healing 
of the man at the pool was not different, 
in its miraculous effect, from the’ heal- 
ing of the nobleman’s son, it is treated 
separately because it was a beginning of 
controversy. From this point on to the 
end of Chapter 6, Jesus was the storm 
center of argument between Himself and 
those’ who disbelieved His claims. The 
climax of the section is the confession 
of*Peter (John 6:67-69), which places 
the faith of the twelve on record in con- 
trast to the general ebb of belief on the 
part of many other disciples and of 
the populace at large. 

Controversy inevitably becomes con- 
flict. The Period of Conflict (7:1 to 11: 
46) records events that illustrate definite 
hostility between Jesus and His critics. 
No less ‘than five times, subsequent to 
this division, is it stated that the Jews 
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sought to kill Jesus. The mind of the 
multitude was divided; and each fresh 
presentation of Jesus aroused’ new 
questioning on the part of some, belief 
on the part of others, and an increasing 
intensity of hatred on the part of others, 
until, after the raising of Lazarus, the 
heads of the nation took official action 
for His removal. 


The Period of Crisis (11:47 to 12:36a) 
comprises the series of episodes just 
preceding the Passion week and the 
first few days of that week. Five groups 
of people, the priests and Jewish officials, 
the intimate friends, the general popu- 
lace, the Greeks (possibly proselytes), 
and the disciples were involved in the 
closing complex of events. The com- 
bination of the attitudes of these groups 
produced a situation out of which any- 
thing might come; and the conflicting 
tensions appear plainly in the ensuing 
action and.in the divergent soeuits issu- 
ing from it. 


The Period of Conference (12:36b to 
17:26) is a parenthesis in the action of 
the Gospel. It records Jesus’ confer- 
ence with the disciples for the purpose 
of preparing their minds for His death, 
and with the Father that He might pre- 
sent His final report on His commission. 

The main action of the Gospel as em- 
bodying the plot reaches its peak in the 
Period of Consummation (18:1 to 20: 
31). Two aspects are apparent.. The 
account of the trial, crucifixion, and 
death of Jesus terminates the historical 
career as far as the world at large is 
concerned. As human biographies go, 
the life of Jesus ended in pathetic trag- 
edy. Yet because His life was that of 
the Word made flesh, the story does not 
end here. The resurrection, , expressed 
in terms of its effect on human person- 
ality, shows how the Word has con- 
quered death and all its powers. The 
concluding sentence of this section 
strikes the note of triumphant faith: 
“Because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” 

Verses 30 and 31 of Chapter 20, al- 
ready discussed as the key to the Gospel, 
add nothing new to the narrative, but 
emphasize its purpose. The Epilogue 
(21:1-35) lies outside of the main body 
of the narrative, although related to it. 
The word believe does not once occur 
in this passage; the keynote is follow 
rather than believe. The Epilogue is 
an attempt to concentrate the reader’s 
thinking upon his own faith and service. 

The logical sequence of these divisions 
is apparent. One question might legiti- 
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mately-be raised: Are these divisions 
natural to the text, or arbitrary? A fair 
criterion of their accuracy may be ob- 
tained. by comparing them with the 
chronological and geographical divisions 
of the text, which are apparent on its 
face and are not susceptible of arbitrary. 
alteration. If the major divisions co- 
incide, the accuracy of the outline as in- 
dicating the progress of the author’s 
thought will be confirmed. A diagra 
that will appear with the next artic 
will show a comparison of these div: 
sions, 


B. THe CHRONOLOGICAL DIVISIONS 


HE’ chronological references 

John can be arranged by groups 
The Prologue stands alone, since it: 
content cannot be reduced to a time 
relation. Actual chronology begins.ai 
1:19. From this beginning of the min- 
istry of John the Baptist to the close 
of ‘the marriage at Cana there is one 
group of events tied together by a 
single chronological thread, Three times 
in this text the phrase “on the morrow” 
ocecyrs. Whether three successive days 
are intended, or three separate acts on 
the same day, may be debated,. One 
thing is clear: they unite the sections 
which they introduce with that which 
precedes into one consecutive line of 
thought. It is continued by 2:1-11, which 
opens with the phrase, “on the third 
day.” 

A new chronological division appears 
in 2:12. The phrase “after this,” which 
is used here, occurs also at 3:22; 5:1; 
6:1; 7:1; 21:1; and where it occurs, ‘it 
generally makes a break in the sense 
as well as in time. Probably it does 
not imply a long residence in Cana.- The 
paragraph is transitional to the Judean 
Ministry which commences with 2:13, 

The chronology of John is organized 
around the feasts. At least three Pass- 
overs are mentioned: the first, in 2:13, 
the second midway of the ministry in 
6:4, and the last in 11:54.. The unnamed 
feast of 5:1 may be a Passover. In ad- 
dition to these, two other feasts are 
mentioned: the Feast of Tabernacles, 
which was celebrated in the last week of 
September, and the Feast of Dedication, 
which came in the wigter. The narra- 
tive is. almost an intermittent series 
of. glimpses of Jesus as He attended the 
feasts, or taught shortly after fhem, _ 

The largest block of historical material 
centers around the last Passover. In 
common with the synoptists, John. de- 
votes the largest single section of his 
narrative to the events of ,the Passion, 


C. Tue GrocraPHicaL Divisions 
HERE are three major’ geographical 
units in John that are identical with 
the three great divisions of Palestine 
in the time of Jesus: Galilee, Samaria, 
and Judea. In these, the larger part of 
the action of the Book takes place,‘ and 


(Continued.on page 63) 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. JESUS THE GIVER OF LIFE 
John 4:43 to 5:47, 11:1 to 12:11, printed text, 4:46-51, 5:2-9, 11:11-13 
Golden Text.—i am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.—John 11:25 


Kine James Version 

John 4:46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where 
he made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, 
whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judza into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. 

48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe. 

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my 
child die. 

60 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the 
man believed the word that Jestis had spoken unto him, and 
he went his way. pe 

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and 
told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 

Chap. 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a 
pool, which is called in the Hebtew tongue Bethesda, having 
five porches. 

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, 
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the watet. 

4 For an angel’ went down at a certain season into the pool, 
and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling 


of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease 
he had. 

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty 
and eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now 
a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made 
whole? 

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when 
the. water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am 
coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his 
bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 


Chap. 11:11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto 
them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep. 

12 Then'said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he 
had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. _ 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Rejégidus Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Apprvach to the Lesson 


three remarkable miracles 

which come before us in ‘today’s 
lesson demonstrate .our Lord's 
power as the life-giving One. In each 
instance the subjects were helpless. They 
could do nothing to alleviate their 
wretched condition. In this they depict 
the state of those who are suffering 
from the dread disease of sin, and be- 
ing spiritually dead are unable to save 
thernselves. For them deliverance came 
through the power of Another and that 
One the Lord of life and glory, who had 
come down from Heaven to enter into 
earth’s trials and sorrows and to free 
those who trusted Him from Satan’s 
thralidom. There is a sense in which all 
disease cormnes from the Devil, for if sin 
had not come into the world there would 
have been no sickness nor death; but 
Satan can afflict men only as God gives 


permission. (See Jab 2.) 


The instruction that is given in chap- 
tér’5 is all connected with the healing 
of the impotent mah at the pool.’ It 
sets forth a much needed and most im- 
portant lesson for us all; namely, that 
life is found alone in Jesus Christ. He 
gives eternal life to all who believe in 
Him. Eternal life is more than continu- 
ous existence. It is divine life imparted 
to those who receive the Son of God in 
faith (1 John 5:12). Apart from Him 
men are all dead in their sins, even 
though they may be very much alive 
tod the things of this world (1 Tim. 5:6). 
Neither is eternal life to be confused 
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with immortality. The latter refers to 
the body and is to be given to those 
bélievers who live until the return of 
the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 15:53, 54). 


The Historical Setting 

The first two miracles took place about 
a year apart — the one in Cana of Gali- 
lee in the spring of A.D. 27, the other in 
Jerusalem about the time of the Pass- 
over, April, A.D. 28. The raising of Laz- 
arus” was at Bethany in February, 
A.D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 


John 4:46—“Sick at Capernaum.” 
This was some ten miles from Cana, 
where Jesus was at this time, having 
returned from Judea to Galilee. 


Verse 47—“He went unto him, and 
besought him that he would come down, 
and heal his son.” The nobleman took 
it for granted that the personal presence 
of the Lord Jesus Christ was required 
in such a case. He was to learn that 
there was healing in His word. 


Verse 48.—“Except ye see . .,. ye will 
not betieve.”. The Lord was putting 
the nobleman’s faith to a test. 


Verse 49.—“Come down ere my child 
die.” The troubled father was so. con- 
cerned lest his son pass away ere: Jesus 
could reach his house that he pleaded 
for immediate «action. 


Verse 50—“The man believed the 
word that Jesus had spoken.” The Lord’s 
declaration was enough. There was real 
faith in the father’s heart. He took the 
Lord Jesus at His- word and went back 
toward Capernaum in perfect confidence 
that his son had been healed. 


Verse 51.—“His servants met him, and 
told him ... Thy son liveth.” Thus was 
his faith confirmed. When he reached 
his home he found that the healing had 
taken place in the very hour in which 


Jesus had spoken the words, “Thy son 
liveth.” 


Chap. 5:2.—“In Jerusalem by the sheep 
gate a pool” (R. V.). This was probably 
what is called an intermittent spring, 
but was provided by God for the de- 
liverance of His afflicted people. It was 
in a place called Bethesda, the house of 


mercy, 


Verse 3—“A great multitude of impo- 
tent folk.” These poor, sick ones had 
come, or had been brought to Bethesda, 
seeking physical healing, but only a 
very few could ever avail themselves 
of the means provided. It was those 
who were strongest and, needed it least 
who found health by stepping down into 
the pool. It reminds us of the provision 
made under Law, “The man which doeth 
those things shall live by them.” 


Verse 4.—*Whosoever .. . whatsoever.” 
There is a question as to the authenticity 
of this verse, but certainly it explains 
why the sick were there. The healing 
was for whosoever — if they had strength 
to get first into the pool. Then what- 
soever affliction they had was healed. 


Verse 5—“A certain man... had dn 


infirmity thirty and eight years.” Longer 
than the time Jesus had lived on earth, 
this man had been sick and_ helpless. 
Now the hour had struck for his de- 
liverance. The Lord Jesus Christ had 
come to Bethesda specially to minister 
to him, though he knew it not. 
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Verse 6-—“Wilt thou be made whole?” 
There were no conditions laid down, no 
rules to be obeyed. The question was a 
simple one and involved only the man’s 
readiness to receive new life for his half 
dead body. 

Verse %.—“I have no man.” He thought 
in terms of human expediency, little 
realizing who had put that simple ques- 
tion to him. But his answer at least 
expressed his great need and his utter 
helplessness. He was just where thé 
Lord Jesus could meet that need. 

Verse 8.—“Rise, ‘take up thy bed, and 
walk.” The life-giving command came 
from. thé lips of Jesus. The man did 
not argue or attempt to show the impos- 
sibility of obedience. 


Verse 9.—“Immediately the man was 
made whole.” He felt new life coursing 
through his body as he leaped in aston- 
ishment to his feet and went away joy- 
fully carrying the cot on which he had 
lain so long. 

Chap. 11:11.—“I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep.” The body of Lazarus 
slept in death. Jesus, as the life-giver, 
was going to bring him back from the 
grave. 

Verse 12.—“Lord, if he sleep, he shall 
do well.” The disciples thought only of 
natural slumber. They did not realize 
what had taken place in the case of their 
friend Lazarus. 

Verse 13—“Jesus spake of his death.” 
Although so far away at the time, Jesus 
knew well what had taken place. He 
had waited purposely: two days after 
receiving the message telling Him that 
Lazarus was sick, in order that the glory 
of God might be displayed in resurrec- 
tion power. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Nothing demonstrated more fully the 
deity of our Lord than His power over 
disease, demons, and death. At His com- 
mand sickness fled, demons were ex- 
pelled, and death had to Bive up its 
prey. In the present lesson“we see Him 
as the life-giving Qne, who heals with 
a word, for the words that He spake 
were both spirit and life (John 6:63). 
He is the same today as when on earth, 


but His power is now manifested in 


quickening into newness of life those 
who are dead in trespasses and sins. 


Lesson Outline 
THE PoWER OF THE WorpD 
1. The dying youth and the father’s plea 
(John 4: 46-49) 
2. The healing word (v. 50) 
3. The word confirmed (vs. 51-53) 
4. The helpless paralytic (chap. 5:2-5) 
5. The healing word (vs. 6-8) 
6. The word confirmed (v. 9) 
7. The sleep of death and the power of 
Christ (chap. 11: 11-13) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


‘Tt seems a pity that the story of Laz- 
arus.is dismissed with so few words in 
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Lest Week's Lesson t 
4. January 26.—Jesus and the Woman 
at the Well (Jesus Crosses Racial 

Boundaries) ..................Johgt’4:1-42 


Next Week's Lesson 








our printed lesson. To get the full value 
of it one needs to read the entire pas- 
sage. The sorrowing sisters thought it 
enough to notify the Lord Jesus that 
he whom He loved was sick. They were 
grieved when He seemed to be indif- 
ferent and failed to respond to their im- 
plied request by coming to them in time 
to heal their brother. But God had 
something better in store for them; even 
to give them the joy of receiving him 
back from the dead. We may be sure 
that the Lord is never indifferent to our 
anguished cries; but He is infinite in 
wisdom and always acts when the right 
time has come. 


The Sleep of Death. Nowhere do the 
Scriptures teach that the soul sleeps 
when the body dies. It is only the out- 
ward man—the earthly tabernacle (2 
Cor. 5:1) —that is put to one side and 
laid away in the dust. The real man, in 
the case of the believer, is absent from 
the body and present with the Lord. At 
the second advent, the sleeping bodies 
of the saints ‘will be raised in incorrup- 
tion and reunited to the glorified spirit 
and soul, so to enjoy resurrection life 
forevermore. 


Summaries and Applications 

The faith of the nobleman shines out 
in beautiful contrast to the unbelief of 
many of the leaders in Israel, when our 
Lord was here, on earth. Are we as 
ready to rest upon the Word of the Lord 
as he? 

Confident that what Jesus said was 
true, the father of the sick youth turned 
toward home to have his faith confirmed, 
when the servants came ‘to meet him 
and to tell of the healing of his son. 

The pool of Bethesda suggests the very 
best .that the Law could offer: healing 
for those who required it the Jeast. 
Grace offers deliverance to those who 
need it most. 

To every needy soul today comes the 
Saviour’s question: “Wilt thou be made 
whole?” How have we responded to it? 
He wants us to realize~our need and 
then to trust His grace, 

Let us be careful not to overlook the 
instruction given when the Jews found 
fault with the Lord Jesus because He 
healed the paralfzed man on the Sab- 
bath. Eternal life is given to all who 
believe, just as natural life was imparted 
to the helpless man when he heard the 
Word and responded to it. 

In the case of Lazarus, we see how 
God works through the Word. Lazarus 
was dead, but when the Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke, life came back to that body, 
which was beginning to corrupt. So 
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when He spéaks to the soul today in the 
Word of the truth of the Gospel, the be- 
liever is quickened from the dead. Have 
you heard His voice? 


*- JANoistcacoi ° 


ay 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
. By J. C. Macaulay 
OW does the case of the Galilean noble- 
man compare with that of Nicodemus? 
2. How do the two differ? 

3. What fellow towhsman of this noble- 
man manifested greater faith than he? 

4. Wnat was the purpose of our Lord's 
apparently harsh words in John 4:48? 

5. What argument did the nobleman use 
which Christ cannot refuse? 

6. With what kind of faith did the noble- 
man return home? 

7. What principle of soul-winning is sug- 
gested in our Lord's visit to the pool of 
Bethesda? * 

8. How did the Lord direct His appeal to 
the impotent man? 


9. In what se does the Lord Jesus call 
death a sleep? (John 11:11-13.) 


10. In the Golden Text, what error did 
our Lord correct? 
(Answers on page 63) 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


O GET the full benefit of this lesson, 
one must have a conception of the 
larger meaning of life. This nobleman 
from Capernaum came to the Lord Jesus 
Christ seeking life for his son, but it 
was only physical life he sought. The 
boy was desperately ill. Déubtless the 
physicians had given him up, and his 
father had no hope from the best known 
means, of healing. The ‘Lord Jesus had 
only recently performed His first mir- 
acle, turning the water into wine at . 
Cana (John 2:1-11). The nobleman had 
probably heard of it. He might even 
have been present; Cana was only a 
short distance from Capernaum, . and 
Jesus had returned to that little town. 
So this sorely distressed father hastens 
to find the Lord Jesus at Cana, if, haply, 
He might be willing to exercise His 
miracle-working power to restore his 
dying son. All he is asking‘of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is that death might be 
stayed and that the boy might live. . The 
Lord Jesus’ first answer was apparently 
in the nature of a rebuff. “Except ye see 
signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” 
But the remark may have been as much 
for others near by who were witnesses 
to the incident; or it might have been 
a test to see if. the nobleman could be 
discouraged and, turned dway. 

It was a very similar case to that of 
the Syrophenician mother who came to 
Jesus on another occasion begging Him 
to deliver her daughter from the power 
ef a demon (Mark 7:24-30). And.Jesus 
answered, “It is not meet to take the 
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‘Children’s bread; and to cast it unto the 
ddgs.”’ But the woman’s faith was equal 
t6 the occasion, as she answered, “Yes, 
Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat 
of ‘the children’s crumbs.” The Lord 
Jesus was immensély pleased by that 
answer. In Matthew’s account it is stated 
that He exclaimed, “O woman, great is 
thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt,” and her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour (chap. 15:28). 

It was much the same with the noble- 
man: he would not be turned down; he 
was sure that the Lord Jesus had the 
power; and, like Jacob at Peniel, he 
wrestled on until he got what he needed 
most and wanted. “Sir, come down ere 
my child die!” (Gen. 32: 26-29.) 

Jesus said: “Go thy way; thy son 
liveth. And the man believed the word 
that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he 
went his way. ... His servants met 
him, and told him, saying, Thy’son liveth. 
Then enquired he of them the hour 
when he began to amend. And they 
said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh 


_ hour the fever left him. So the father 


knew that it ‘was at the same hour, in 
the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son 
liveth: and himself believed, and his 
whole -house.” What a harvest! 

Prevailing faith is that kind of faith 
which keeps on praying through a set- 
back. The Lord Jesus Christ placed 
great emphasis on importunate prayer. 
(Sée the parable of the neighbor trying 
to borrow bread from a man who had 
gone to bed with his children (Luke 11: 
5-10), and the parable of the widow and 
the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8). The 
Lord Jesus had a great way of testing 
His disciples with setbacks; He does the 
same today. ‘ 

But, fellows, life does not consist 
merely of health, food, and raiment, sport 
and social ‘happiness, business and pro- 
fessional success. ‘ Fine and desirable as 
they are, they comprise only an infini- 
tesimal fraction of the real life. When 
all those fail, as they ultimately will, 
real life is only beginning. And that 
larger life is what the Lord Jesus came 
to earth for and died upon Calvary to 
give us. He says, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10: 10). 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
w 


From the Plastenm 
By Joseph Edwin Hanis 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
gracious Heavenly Father, we praise 
Thee for Thy many mercies toward us, 
the health we enjoy, our food, our homes, 
the comforts of life, and the goodness 
and mercy that follow us all our days. 
We thank Thée for all these Thy ‘good 
gifts, but we thank Thee more that Thou 
dost offer. Thyself-to us to live in our 
hearts and to lift our lives till they rise 
above envy, falsehood, and pride, and 
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all that disfigurés Thine image in us. 
Merciful Father, cleanse us today from all 
that has stained our lives in thought, 
word, or deed.- For our Saviour’s sake 
forgive all our self-will, anything dis- 
honorable or unclean, and all unloving 
words and ways in us. Moment by mo- 
ment, give us life from above, Thy. life, 
that we may live and love .and serve 
as Thine own children. May the beauty 
of Jesus be seen in us, and may we draw 
others to Him. Hear us for all who live 
in ignorance of Thee and Thy Gospel. 
Send Thy messengers with Thy Word 
to all who know not the Saviour, and 
help us to do our part to share with all 
such the good things we find in Jesus 
Christ. To these ends bless to us our 
study of Thy Word today, for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—A man suffering 
much pain was taken to a mission hos- 
pital in Africa one day. An operation 
was skillfully performed, and when the 
dark-skinned patient awoke, he ex- 
claimed in grateful. wonder, “I have no 
pain!” The doctor then bent over him 
and said, “It is the Lord Jesus who sent 
the doctor to Africa.” What a fitting 
way to introduce the Saviour to that 
African! Time after time our Lord used 
His power to relieve suffering, to heal 
disease, and even to raise the dead. We 
have seen Him today healing a dying 
boy, curing a paralyzed man, and bring- 
ing to life one who was dead and buried. 


“Behold theo's art prod 
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Suffering always touched our Lord, and 
it is His love and pity in their hearts 
that sends our missionary ‘doctors and 
nurses out to their work among the sick 
and sinful. Christianity has ‘always*pro- 
duced a tender regard for the. sick and 
promoted the healing art, and this is due 
to our Lord’s own example as‘a healer 
of the sick. Perhaps some boy or girl 
in our Sunday school’ will study tobe 
a’ doctor or a nurse and then go wher- 
ever the Lord wills to relieve bodily 
suffering and to lead sin-sick souls to 
the Great Physician. That would‘ be’s 
wonderful life work. 

These mighty works of Christ as the 
giver of life were both a promise and a 
picture. They gave promise and fore- 
taste of that better day foretold in next 
to the last chapter of the Bible, the day 
when “God shall wipe away all’ tears 

. and there shall be-no more death, 
heither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain.” ‘Phat wonder- 
ful time is the other side of the second 
coming of Christ. Till then, pain per- 
sists and death continues; but already, 
by His first coming, the Lord has done 
much to relieve the suffering and*pain 
we find in our world, and for that we 
can thank Him indeed. 

But besides being .a promise of that 
better day when suffering and death 
will be no more, Christ's healing of sick 
bodies was also a picture of His’ work 
in men’s souls. Disease in the body’ fs 
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a picture of what sin does t ‘the soul, 
and greater than our need of’ health is 
our need of soundness of soul. The 
longer. we go on in the grip of sin, the 
more. helpless we become. But never 
despair because temptations are strong 
and you are weak. Look to Jesus Christ. 
He is 





THE Een. OF L® 
as or am 
ELPLESS, TOO 











He. was all that to the dying boy and 
others in our lesson, and He delights to 
do for us what we cannot do for our- 
selves— give us. His own life, the life 
of the new birth. Then, though death take 
our bodies, it cannot touch our true life, 
and some glad day we shall have a body 
like that of our glorified Lord. For He 
is the “resurrection, and the life,” He 
says, and he that believes on Him, 
“though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 


Houtiysurn, B. C., Can. 


= For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Come, Heal My Son!” 
(John 4:46-53) 
OW many of you found what “liv- 
ing water” meant? Yes, the Holy 
Spirit, God Himself (John 7:39; 4:24). 
Those of you who read all of John 4 
this week may draw a question from 
the Ask-It Basket. (Have a small bas- 
ket with slips of paper bearing the fol- 
lowing questions which review the last 
lesson and eover the new lesson. The 
questions and answers should be given 
according to the order of their numbers. 
1. Why did the people of Sychag be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus? (Two reasons, 
vs. 39-42, includes the Memory Verse.) 
2. Do you, remember how long He 
stayed there? (v. 40.) 
3. Where was He going? (v. 43.) 
4. Show on the map the town and 
country (v. 46). 
5. What had happened when the Lord 
was there before? (v. 46.) . 
6. Who was sick in a city some miles 
away? (v. 46.) : 
7. Was he very sick? (v. 47.) 
8. Did the Lord Jesus go and cure 
him? (vy. 50.) 


What faith that anxious father had! 
The Lord Jesus just said, “Thy son 
liveth.” He didn’t go see him; He didn’t 
touch him; He merely spoke. But “the 

“man believed the word that Jesus had 
spoken unto him”. (John 4:50, Memory 
Verse), though he did not have anything 
to prove it until the next day when his 
servants met him. When did that boy 
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get better? At the very time the Lord 
was saying, “Thy son liveth.” The Lord 
also says that “whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” Do you believe that? Then 
you can be sure that you have life. The 
Lord wouldn’t lie to you any more than 
to that father long ago. 

And the boy — wasn’t he happy to be 
well again, to run and jump and play 
ball! He was a real, live he-boy no 
doubt; yet he was never quite the same 
boy again—he-was a better boy—he 
was a Christian boy. How do I know? 
Doesn’t verse 53 say so? Perhaps the 
boy had never seen the Lord Jesus, any 
more than you have, But he believed 
what his daddy had told him about. the 
Lord, and knew that He had saved his 
life. Do you believe what your daddy, 
or your minister, and the Bible tell you 
about the Lord .saving.your life? Then 
aren’t you boys in ————— (your town) 
just as sure as that boy in Capernaum 
long ago? 

One Sunday a boy came home from 
Sunday school. There he had given his 
heart to the Lord Jesus and believed 
that God had forgiven all his sin and 
had given him eternal life. But at home, 
sitting on the sofa, waiting for dinner, 
he wasn’t so sure about it. There seemed 
to be a voice near by saying it wasn’t 
true. The boy got rather scared — maybe 
God didn’t really bother about him. But 
he took his Testament. Finding John 
3:16, he, put his finger on it, and said 
to the nagging voice, “There, read it for 
yourself; Jesus said it, and I believe it!” 
The voice had nothing more to say. 

We have had a story about a man 
(Nicodemus) who came to the Lord. We 
have had a story about a woman who 
met the Lord at the well. We have had 
a story about a boy whom the Lord 
cured. Wouldn’t you girls like a story 
about a‘girl and the Lord? Indeed it is 
just as thrilling a story as that of the 
boy (Luke 8:41, 42, 49-55). Can’t you 
just imagine yourself that girl, and the 
Lord Jesus taking your hand, and say- 
ing, “My girl, come out of death, come 
live forever with me”? That is what 
He does say to you, right this minute. 
Doesn’t your spirit say, “Yes,” to Him? 

Read John 5—how the Lord cured a 
cripple, and how He will bring all the 
dead back to life. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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_ For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Helps a Sick Boy 
(John 4;46b-53) 


SE a picture of a sick boy on your 
poster. e 
Jesus had been on a long trip. He 
went from Cana, where He had been a 
guest at a wedding, up to Jerusalem, 
where He and His disciples went to the 
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Passover. Then they journeyed back to 
Galilee, stopping at Sychar, in Samaria, 
where the Lord met the woman at the 
well. 

Then He arrived back at Cana, where 

there must have been friends of His 
mother, for you remember she, too, was 
a guest at the wedding where they ran 
out of wine. He and His disciples must 
have stopped there for a little rest. It 
was very near to Nazareth, which had 
been His home during His boyhood. 
- Over in Capernatim, about fifteen 
miles away, a littlé boy lay in a beau- 
tiful home, dying. His father was a 
nobleman, a ruler, and he had done all 
he could do for his little son; they had 
tried the best doctors in the city, but 
they could not help him. The father 
and mother were grief-stricken. 

I know how they felt. Just last week, 
our telephone rang, and my daughter, 
at the other end of the line, said, ‘“Jean- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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WANTED 


Young women and young men 
to start training now for mental 
nursing 
Liberal Salary 
Pleasant Home Environment 
Write 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
Goffle Hill Road Wyckoff, N. J. 
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By Olive Beaupre 
Miller 





Au the heroes of the Bible brought to 
glowing life in a book that makes the Bible 
characters real and meaningful to young 
readers. Here is a book for the whole 
family; inspirational reading that will give 
any child or adult a vivid, lasting picture of 
both the Old and New Testaments. To read 
this handsome, beautifully illustrated book 
is a rich experience which gives a deeper, 
better understanding of the world’s greatest 
writings. Recommended by clergymen 
everywhere. 


30 full coler illustrations ; 100 maps and pictures 
542 pages in large clear type 
$4.95 
FREE OFFER 1° Bible pictures in full color 


suitable for frarhing with each 
copy of Heroes of the Bible. SEND NO MONEY. 
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153 East 24th Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
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ette is awfully sick. She is having con- 
vulsions; her temperature is 105 degrees, 
and the doctor doesn’t yet know what 
is the matter. ‘She is in the hospital. 
Can you come?” 

Of course I went, as fast as cars could 
carry me. Jeanette was 120 miles away. 
Every mile was a prayer. My heart was 
aching with the same agony that that 
father and mother in long ago Caper- 
naum suffered. But I had the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

And they had Him, too, for somebody 
came in and told them that the Lord 
Jesus was back at Cana again. Maybe 
He could do something. How that father 
hated to leave his son’s side! He went 
in and looked at him once more. Maybe 
he’d better serid a servant—no, he 
would go, himself, for a servant might 
fail to find Jesus. So He set out. How 
long that fifteen miles was that morn- 
ing! 

He found the Lord Jesus Christ and 
begged Him to come down and heal his 
son. The Lord tested his faith. He didn’t 
go with him. He said, “Go back home. 
Your son lives.” 

The man believed. He didn’t question 
the Lord at all. He started home, and 
on the way some of his servants met 
him, and told him, “Thy son liveth.” 
He asked when he began to get better, 
and they said, “Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever left him.” The father 
knew that was just the hour when Jesus 
told him, “Thy son liveth.” He and his 
whole family believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Just think, some day in Heaven, we 
will meet this boy from far away Ca- 
pernaum, and the little daughter of 
Jairus, whom Jesus raised from the dead. 
Doesn’t it thrill you? But most won- 
derful of all, we shall see the Lord Him- 
self. 
But we must have the password to get 
into Heaven. Do you know what it is? 

B-E-L-I-E-V-E — “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31). 

This same Lord Jesus restored our 
precious little Jeanette to health, for 
whether He does it by His spoken word 
or a touch of His hand, or by creation 
of healing herbs and giving knowledge 
and skill to physicians and nurses, He 
is the only one who can heal, and we 
praise Him for it. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Fetton, CAuir. 


sg 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


E"tas Youd coemiticl gn com loon t 
four illustrations. \ 
How to Keep Faith Bright.--The man 
believed (John 4:50). A woman who 
was showing a massive piece of family 
silver apologized as she took it from the 
cupboard, “Dreadfully tarnished!” she 
said, “I can’t keep it bright unless I use 
it.” That is just as true of faith as it is 
of silver. Tucked away in the Sunday 
closet of the soul, and only brought out 
for show, it needs apology. You can’t 
keep faith bright unless you use it.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


The Same Lord.—And a certain man 
was there, which had an infirmity thirty 
and eight years (John 5:5). While.mak- 
ing a shut-in visit one day, I was 
strengthened and blessed to hear a 
woman who was crippled with arthritis 
say: “The same Lord who healed the 
man with the thirty-eight-year-old in- 
firmity can’ heal me, blessed be His 
name. He has the same power today 
as He had then. My infirmity has 
brought me nearer to Him, so whether 
He heals me, or keeps me confined to 
my home, I am quite content, so long 
as He is with me.”—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


His Need His Recommendation — 
When Jesus saw him lie (John 5:6). 
One day Dr. Barnardo was approached 
by a dirty, little, ragged lad who asked 
him for admission to the London Or- 
phanage. “But, my boy,” said the Doc- 
tor, “I do not know you. Who are you? 
What have you to recommend you?” 
The lad was quick to seize his oppor- 
tunity, and held up before Dr. Barnardo 
his ragged ‘coat, and with a confident 
little voice he said: “If you please, sir, 
I thought these here would be all I 
needed to recommend me.” Dr. Bar- 
nardo caught him up in his arms, and 
you may be sure he was welcomed to 
the orpharlage—From the Wonderful 
Word. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Who Has the Keys?—Our friend Laz- 
arus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep (John 11:11). Qne day 
in Central Africg a missionary and I 
visited an outstation where a short time 
before the witch doctor, Kalamba, had 
accepted the Saviour. The implements 
of his craft, constituting a fortune to 
those people, he had publicly burned. 
We found him in sore fear and distress. 
His heathen neighbors, now that he had 
no “medicines” for defense, were pre- 
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dicting his speedy death. “Our medicines 
will eat you,” they said. And in dreams, 
to which pagen peoples have always 
attached a dread significance, he had 
been hearing his wife say to him, “I have 
dug your grave.” The missionary spent 
an hour or more trying to talk him out 
of his agony of fear, but the terror was 
still visibly there. I‘then suggested to 
the missionary that he turn, in his Ba- 
luba Testament, to Revelation 1:17, 18, 
and show Kalamba, who could not read, 
the Saviour’s assurance, “Fear not;I... 
have the keys of ... death.” “Have 
him put his finger on it,” I said, “have 
him memorize it, and explain to him 
that those keys are held not in the hand 
of his enemies, or of dreams, or of hos- 
tile ‘medicines,’ but in the hand of his 
Saviour, whose personal word to him is, 
‘Fear not, Kalamba, I, your Friend and 
Saviour, have the keys of death.’” This 
was done, anf as Kalamba placed his 
finger and glued his eyes on that assur- 
ance and heard it explained, most beau- 
tiful it was to see the anguish of fear 
lifted and his face grow radiant with 
peace and courage and joy. — From 
“Paul’s Ways in Christ,” by Egbert W. 
Smith. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Why He Had No Fear.—I am the res- 
urrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live (John 11:25, Golden Text). Fare- 
well letters to their families by three 
condemned Doolittle flyers were intro- 
duced in the prosecution of the Japanese 
responsible for their death. The letters 
were found in the files of the War Min- 
istry Building in Tokyo. One of them 
reads in part: “Don’t let this get you 
down. Just remember God will make 
everything right and that I'll see you 
all again in the hereafter. 
in God is complete, so I am unafraid.” 
The greatest assurance that can come to 
us is the confidence of life eternal in 
Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ speaks 
clearly on the matter. “He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting lifé, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life” (John 5:24). “In 
my Father’s house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. ~ And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto my- 
self; that where I am, there ye may be 
also” (John 14:2, 3).—From Essex. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on pege 59) 


1. Both men stand out as earnest seekers 
against the background of superficial faith 
(John 2:23-25; 4:45, 48). 


2. Nicodemus was a seeker after truth on 
his own account while the nobleman sought 
physical benefits for another —his son. 
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3. The Gentile centurion, See Luke 7: 
1-10. 


4. (a) To rebuke the shallow multitude 
(He said “ye,” not “thou”); and (b) to 
test the nobleman, whether he would dis- 
sociate himself from wonder-seekers and 
exercise true faith. 


5. The argument of need (v. 49, and see 
Mark 17:24-30, especially v. 28). 


6. Tested faith, sifted faith, intelligent 
faith, confident faith — and finally, rewarded 
faith. 


7. Go where the needy are to be found. 


8. (a) The appeal to the\ will (chap. 5: 
6), and (b) the appeal to faith (v. 8). 


9. The doctrine is not developed here, 
but the testimony of the New Testament 
is that the “sleep” of death refers to the 
body, not to the soul. Christ’s use of the 
word “sleep” beautifully suggests that He 
came to take the sting out of death. (See 
Heb. 2:14, 15.) 


10. Martha was looking to a future event 
(John 11:24); Jesus offered her a present 
Person, Himself. Our hope is not on the 
horizontal level. 

we 


The Keys to John’s Gospel 
(Continued from ‘page 57) 


the motion of the narrative alternates 
between Galilee and Judea. 

Unit One centers in Galilee around 
Capernaum and Cana. Three blocks of 
text belongs to this unit: 2:1-12; 4:43- 
54; and 6:1 to 7:13. In Galilee Jesus’ 
popularity reached its greatest height, 
culminating in the attempt to make 
Him king, and in Galilee also the final 
defection began. 


Unit Two comprises only one block 

of Johannine text, 4:1-42. Its sole con- 
tent is the interview with the woman 
of Samaria. The sojourn was not of long 
duration, for Jesus was merely passing 
through enroute from Jerusalem to Gal- 
ilee. 
..Unit Three deals with Jerusalem and 
Judea. Four visits to Jerusalem are re- 
corded (2:13-21; 5:1-47; 14 to 10:39) in- 
cluding the visit of the Passion Week 
(12:2 to 20:29). If the feasts mentioned 
in 7:15 and 10:22 mark two separate 
visits, Jesus must have made five trips 
to Jerusalem. 


The blocks of text that comprise these 
units coincide fairly well with the chron- 
ological and logical divisions previously 
noted. With every major change of a 
topic -there is generally a change. in 
location, though the division is not al- 
ways clear-cut. No geographical loca- 
tion can be assigned to the Prologue, 
and the Epilogue relates wholly to Gali- 
lee. Because of the general coincidence 
of topical, chronological, and geograph- 
ical structure, it may be concluded that 
the foregoing divisions of John repre- 
sent with fair accuracy the progress of 
the author’s thought, and so afford a 
safe basis for the interpretation of the 
Gospel. 

(To be continued) 
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It Hurts A Mother... 


“We are physically exhausted due 


to years of extreme privation, , 
heavy labor, and mental agony,” . 


writes an anguished Hebrew Chris- 
tian mother in Germany. “We often 


lack the strength to do even the 


daily chores. 

“My dear husband suffered a com- 
plete breakdown in health. The 
doctor says it is nervous exhaustion. 
He cannot move because of pain in 
his back, head, and whole face. He 
must be nursed like a child. I pray 
to the Lord to heal him and to give 
me the strength to attend to him. 

“Our three children, aged 14, 13, 
and 5, are very delicate and under- 
nourished. You can understand 
how it hurts me, their mother, to 
see their condition, especially at the 
time of their growth, when nour- 
ishing food is so important, and I 
cannot do anything to help. I tell 
my children the Lord knows our 
distress and He will surely send His 
help somehow. 

“I would rather give than take, 
but the Lord knows best, and we 
accept His will. 

“What we need most are fats, rice, 
beans, peas, noodles, flour, sugar, 
dried milk, egg powder, and dried 


fruit, also some coffee. My work at . 


home exhausts me so much, and a 


cup of coffee refreshes me. We also: 


f are in need of soap. 

“The children need clothing — 
shoes, stockings, underwear — in- 
deed everything. I also need some 
diapers and an outfit for a new baby 
soon to arrive. I have no old rags 
to tear up. All our things were 
stolen when we were in concentra- 
tion camps. 

“Your letter brought us no end of 
comfort. May the Lord reward you 
and bless you.” 

Christian: mothers and fathers, 
friends of Israel, let this cry of an 
anguished mother’s heart not go un- 
heeded. Help us to help her and 
thousands like her in supreme need. 

Send your gifts to: 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 


Treasurer for Canada: : 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alms College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” all 
ciel inange 
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Evangelical international Lesson 





LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
Mark 4:10-20 (Supplementary Reading: Matt. 13:1-23, Luke 8:4-15, Jas. 1:22-25, Luke 11:28, 6:46-49) 
Golden Text.—if any man have ears to hear, let him hear.—Mark 4:23 


a 
Kine James VeEmsion 

Mark 4:10 And when he was alone, they that were about him 
with the twelve asked. of him the parable. 

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables: 

12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing 
they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should 
be A egy and their sins should be forgiven them. 

18 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how 
then will ye know all parables? 

14 The sower soweth the word. 

15.And these are they by the way side, where the word is 
sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, 
and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

16 And these are they likewise which are sown on” stony 


ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately re- 
ceive it with gladness; 

17 And have no root in the:nselves, and so endure but for a 
time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the 
word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as 
hear the word, 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, | 
and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful. 

20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such 
as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 


copyrighted by The American Council of Christian 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson in General 


By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


N OUR present lesson the Lord Jesus 
begins His “parable” ministry. At 
the beginning of His ministry He 
dia@*not teach by parables. Laws, beati- 
tudes, promises were uttered distinctly. 
But His direct teaching was met with 
scorn; unbelief, and hardness; so now 
patables enter largely into His teaching. 


The little girl came very close to the 
definition of a parable when she de- 
scribed it as “an earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning”; for a parable can 
be called a natural incident with a spir- 
itual application. 


In this first parable, the Lord is the 
sower,; the Word of God is the seed; hu- 
manity is the soil. Of the four kinds 
of'.soil mentioned, only one is really 
fruitful. 


The Seed has its enemies, viz.: fowls, 
rock-bed, cares, riches, pleasures, and 
lusts. Even the good—or prepared — 
ground yields varying degrees of fruit 
—thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold. 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 4:10—“They tiat were about 
him with the twelve asked of him the 
parable.” The Lord’s followers can be 
divided into two classes: (1) the multi- 
tude who could be sent away, and (2) 
the few who sought Him .for His own 
sake and for an explanation of His mes- 
sage. 


Verse 11—“Unto you it is gwen to 
know ... but unto them that are with- 
aut, all these things are done in par- 
ables.” Already there was a “within” 
and a “without”! By the time the 
Church is established, we read: 
what have I to do to judge them also 
that are without? do not ye judge them 
that.aré within? But them that are 


“For’ 
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without God judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12, 13). 

The believers in the church at Colosse 
were exhorted to “walk in wisdom 
toward them that are without” (Col 4: 
5; see also 1 Thess. 4:12). A person’s 
heart-attitude toward the Lord Jesus 
determines whether he is “within” or 
“without.” 


Verse 12.—“That seeing they may see, 
and not perceive...” This is the Lord’s 
explanation of the parable ministry. 


The Lord’s parables tested “the dis- 
position of those who listened to them; 
withdrawing the light from such as loved 
darkness and were willfully blind, and 
protecting the truth from the mockery 
of the scoffer; finding out the fit hearers, 
and leading them, but them only, on to 
deeper knowledge.” 


Matthew Henry says the parable is 
“a shell that keeps good fruit for the 
diligent, but keeps it from the slothful.” 
If a person will not hear, the time may 
come when he cannot hear. 


Verse 13—“Know ye not this parable? 


and how then will ye know all par-" 


ables?” These words reveal the primary 
importance of understanding the par- 
able of the Sower. In the Lord’s esti- 
mation this is the key which unlocks the 
whole series of parables. 


Verse 14—“The sower soweth the 
word.” In this instance, the Lord Him- 
self is the sower; and the seed is the 
Word of God which He so faithfully 
preached. (See Heb. 2:3.) It should 
be very encouraging to lesser sowers 
who are sowing the Word today, to real- 
ize that even when He who is the Word 
sowed the Word, only one fourth of it 
bore fruit! 

Sowing seed in the hearts of the peo- 
ple is a new departure in God’s dealings 
with mankind. In Old Testament times 
it was not seed, but a “vineyard” that 
He planted (Psa. 80:15; Isa. 5:1-7). That 
vineyard failed. The remnant which re- 
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turned from Babylonish captivity are 
referred to as a fig tree which He 
planted in the vineyard (Luke 13:6-9). 
That fig tree was a failure 

Now it is evident that there is noth- 
ing in the natural man acceptable to 
God. Man must be “born again”; h 
must receive a new life if there is to 
be fruit for God; and such can only be 
by the Word of God—hence the need 
of sowing it, not only in the midst of 
Israel, but to “every creature which is 
under heaven.” 


Verse 15.—“Satan cometh immediately, 
and taketh away the word that was 
sown in their hearts.” There is abso- 
lutely nothing wrong with the seed 
itself. It is “living and powerful” (Heb. 
4:12); and “incorruptible” (1 Pet. 1:23). 

The immediate coming of Satan to 
take away the Word answers to the 
fowls of the air devouring the seed that 
fell by the wayside. The Lord warned 
against the power of a personal, active, 
and subtle Devil to take away the Word 
which indifferent persons hear. 


Verses 16, 17.—“And these are they 
likewise which are sown on stony 
ground; ... when affliction or persecu- 
tion ariseth for the word’s sake, imme- 
diately they are offended.” There is not 
only a personal Devil to consider but 
also the condition of the soil. In this in- 
stance, there is but a small quantity of 
soil over bedrock. There is that in man 
which the Lord calls a “stony heart” 
(Ezek. 36:26) which will not give. room 
to the Word, nor respond to its offer. 
There is superficiality but not reality. 

The Lerd’s Word is “a hammer that 
breaketh the rock in pieces” (Jer. 23: 
29); but stony ground hearers are 
neither willing nor ready to be broken 
by the Word; they will not even endure 
a bit of persecution fir the Word’s sake. 
What a contrast to those who “received 
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the word in much affliction, with joy 
of the Holy Ghost” (1 Thess. 1:6). 


Verses 18, 19—“And these are they 


which are sown among thorns; .. . the 
cares of this world, and the deceitful- 
ness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in, choke the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful.” How accu- 
rately the Lord classifies objects! Who 
but He would call cares, riches, lusts 
of other things, and the *pleasures of 
this life thorns? Some of these things 
constitute the entire pursuit of multi- 
tudes of people. Do they even suspect 
that they are seeking thorns to pierce 
“themselves through with many sor- 
rows”? (1 Tim. 6:9, 10.) 


Verse 20.—“And these are they which 
are sown on good ground; such as hear 
the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit.” “Good ground,” in this 
sense, is ground which has been pre- 
pared by plow and harrow to receive 
seed. 


A person with a thoroughly awakened 
conscience regarding sinfulness, need, 
and helplessness, a person sincerely 
willing to receive and keep the Word, 
makes the proper receptacle for the 
seed, for in him it will be fruitful. 

When things are viewed from the dis- 
pensational standpoint, as in Matthew, 
the yield begins with the hundredfold, 
and declines to the thirtyfold as the 
dispensation darkens. to its close. 
Whereas, in Mark, where it is a case of 
the disciple yielding to the Teacher, the 
yield begins with the thirtyfold and 
leads on to the possible hundredfold, 
which the obedient person may bear. 


Outline of the Lesson 


Three times the letter s is prominent: 
(1) sower, (2) seed, and (3) soil. 


Sower.——The Lord was the peerless 
sower. He suffered nothing to veer Him 
from the privilege and responsibility of 
sowing. He said His meat was to do 
His Father’s will and “to finish his work” 
(John 4:34). He continued until He 
was able to say, “I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do” 
(John 17:4). 


Each believer should look upon him- 
self as a sower. He should go forth 
weeping, bearing precious seed (Psa. 
126:5, 6) and “sow beside all waters” 
(Isa. 32:20). He should not regard con- 
trary winds and threatenitig clouds 
(Eccles. 11:4). He should be at it in 
the morning of life and continue also 
in the evening (Eccles. 11:6). 


Seed.—“The seed is the word of God” 
(Luke 8:11). Civilization, education, 
legislation — all useful enough in their 
place— cannot act as a substitute for 
the Word. It is only the Word which 
accomplishes the Lord’s pleasure, and 
prospers in the thing whereto He 
sends it (Isa. 55:8-11). 


Soil.—We still have the wayside rocky 


/ 
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Last Week's Lesson 
4 January 26.—Forgiveness of Sins. 
Mark 2:1-12 
(Supplementary Reading: Mat- 
thew 9:1-8; Luke 5:18-26; 7:41- 
50; 15:1-24.) * 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. February 9.—Healing the Demoniac. 
Mark 5:1-20 
(Supplementary Reading: Mark 4: 
35-41; Matthew 8:23-34; Luke 8: 
22-39.) 








and thorny soil to contend with, there- 
fore we must not become discouraged if 
we do not see as much fruit as we de- 
sire. Thank God for “good ground” 
wherever we find it, and aim to have our 
own hearts, consciences, and dispositions 
in good condition to receive and respond 
properly to the Word. 


Pointers 


The /qualities which hearts should 
bring to the hearing of the Gospel are 
three. 


(1) Attention—When something. as 
important as the Word of God is under 
consideration, a person should stir him- 
self up to give undivided attention to 
it. (See Acts 10:22; 17:11.) 


(2) Reflection. — Reflective tnought 
upon what we hear is essential. Reflec- 
tion or meditation is to hearing what 
digestion is to eating: it assimilates 
what we hear, for our edification (1 Tim. 
4:15). 


(3) Application.—“Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only” (Jas. 1: 
22). Those who apply the Word to them- 
selves will bring forth fruit with pa- 
tience (Acts 16:14). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower 


EX VHY was the parabolic method good to 
use in teaching a Jewish audience? 


2. Why did the Lord begin to use 
parables in His teaching? 


3. Christ apparently told His disciples in 
Mark 4:11, 12, that He did not want certain 
of the hearers to understand His words and 
be converted. What did He mean by these 
words? ' 


4. To what prophecy did Christ refer in 
His statement about those who saw without 
perceiving and heard without understand- 
ing? 


5. Why could the disciples receive more 
teaching about the mysteries of the King- 
dom? 


6. What is the Biblical definition of a 
mystery? 


7. What are the three great forces that 
hinder the work of the Sower? 


3” What is the difference between the seed 
that is the Word (v. 14) and the seed that 
is the people themselves (e.g., v. 20)? 


(Answers on page 67) 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks 
-By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Custop1ans or Gon’s Worp 


ET us visualize you giving yourself 
in .surrende service and trusting 
God to multiply your efforts to His glory. 


“They that were about him” (Mark 
4:10). Whenever Christ was alone with 
His inner circle of friends, great, eter- 
nal truths began to unfold. The mass of 
people heard the words of God’s Son,\ 
but they were not impressed.. Only 
those who listened and thought about 
the words were changed by the myste- 
rious power of their influence (Psa. 119: 
11, 105). 


“Asked of him the parable” (v. 10). 
Are you an intimate friend of your 
pastor or Bible teachers? When you 
have listened to a stirring lesson or ser- 
mon, do you meet in personal counsel 
with the speaker to inquire further 
along the same lines of thought, or to 
unravel mental tangles? Every young 
person should have mature Christian 
friends as guides and counselors. 


“The sower soweth the word” (vy. 14). 
This parable was told after the twelve 
disciples had been chosen to study with 
Christ. Already they were custodians 
of the words of their Master. Already 
you who have been hearing the Word 
of God since childhood are its custodians, 
As_the “seed” of the Gospel was planted 
in your heart you in turn have become 
responsible for sharihg what you have 
learned with others. Seed-sowing is a 
continuous procedure. 


What happens as you share your grow. 
ing knowledge of the things God has 
spoken? 


“Satan cometh ... and taketh away” 


- (v. 15). As Christ spoke to His disciples, 


He knew that they, as well as He, would 
testify to some who were so ensnared 
in traps of Satan’s design: that while 
they might listen a moment, they were 
unable to resist temptations with which 
they surrounded themselves. Sometimes 
you try to warn a friend who pays no 
heed, and you, too, feel crushed as the 
life of that friend goes down in defeat. 


“When affliction or persecution ariseth 
. . . they are offended’ (v. 17). With 
still others the Gospel dppeals in fair 
weather, but when dark days come these 
folks cannot see the eternal realities of 
God. “Why did God let this happen to 
me?” they mourn, but they will not be 
comforted. They may have heard, but 
do not believe “that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.” 
When they no longer see anything good 
in their future, théy refuse to believe 
that an eternal God can provide eternal 
surprises. 


“Choke the word, and it becometh un- 
fruitful” (v. 19). 


These are not “down- 
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and-outs.” These are prosperous, ambi- 
tious, exuberant folks,'so busy working, 
playing, and doing big things that they 
have no “time to be holy.” The Bible, 
they are sure is good, but it does not 
fit into their busy lives. Thy are too 
busy to realize that God’s Word will 


. endure long after their earthly scramble 


has ceased. 


“Bring forth fruit” (v. 20). This is your 
goal as you work for the Lord, and you 
are praying that your service ‘will bring 
souls into the Kingdom. Are you dis- 
couraged when those to whom you speak 
do not open their hearts to Christ? All 
the table of shewbread could do was to 
hold the bread. Priests had to eat be- 
fore they could be sustained. As the 
Bread of Life becomes part of your life 
and you share it with others, remember 
— they must eat it before they can live. 
Whether you see the results of your 
testimony or not, God has a place for 
every surrendered effort, and if you “do 
all to the glory of God,” your work and 
four words will be used to make Heaven 
more glorious. ‘You are a custodian 
of eternal values. 


ALpaucH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


ERE is a pencil and paper for each 
of you. Please answer this ques- 
tion on your paper.. “Why do you come 
to Sunday school?” I would like to 


read your papers after class. I will: 


put my answer on the blackboard. “I 
come to Sunday school to sow seed.” 
My answer may seem strange, but after 
the lesson I think you will understand 
it. Today we have a parable, What is 
a parable? (Story with a hidden mean- 
ing.) 
Tue Lesson 


This story is about a farmer who went 
out to sow seed. While we read the 
parable, you boys find out the four kinds 
of ground. You girls find out what hap- 
peried to the seed in the different kinds 
of ground. (Put on blackboard at their 
dictation.) 


| 1. On hard pathway—Birds ate it 


| 2. On stony ground—Sprang up, then 
t withered 


3. In thorny ground—Choked 
4. In good ground—Raised a crop 


Notice the first word in Mark 4:3. 
What does it mean? Now read verse 
9. The Lord began and ended this par- 
able by telling the people to listen, so 
it must be especially important. And 
we do not have to guess what it. means 
because the Lord Himself explained it. 


._ What is the seed a picture of?. (v. 14; 


Luke 8:11,) 


Fea eS ete 
=. ee en aca : 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 


Now as we read what the Lord said 
about each kind of ground, I want you 
to find out which one is.a picture of 
your heart. : 


What does the seed sown by the way- 
side picture? Did you ever know any- 
one like that? He forgot* the lesson 
almost before he got out of the building. 
The seed did not do him much good, 
did it? 


What does the seed on the stony 
ground picture? A missionary to China 
told us of a Chinese scholar he was 
trying to win to Christ. This China- 
man only wanted to learn English from 
the missionary, but the missionary talked 
to him of Christ. He said, “Sure, I be- 
lieve.” The missionary said, “But you 
must repent of your sins before you can 
believe in your heart and be saved.” 


- The Chinaman answered, “That’s right. 


I must repent, you must repent, we all 
must repent.” Do you think the Word 
of God had realty taken root in that 
Chinaman’s heart? No, he talked nicely 
for a while, but by and by he lost in- 
terest. -He had never really seen his 
need of a Saviour, and so the Word of 
God did him no good. 


What does the seed in the thorny 
ground picture? I wonder if there are 
any hearts here this morning full of 
thorns. Maybe our hearts are so full 
of school or clothes or good times that 
the Word of God cannot flourish 
there. : 


What does the seed in the good ground 
picture? I know there are some good 
ground hearers in this class. You have 
heard the Word of God and received it. 
You have already accepted Christ as your 
Saviour, and you do bring forth fruit. 
I hope every one in this class will be 
a good ground hearer. But even in the 
good ground there is a difference. Some 
brought forth thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred. 


ConcLuUsION 


When I went to school 100 per cent 
was the best grade. If. someone in the 
class got 60 per cent he was not very 
proud of it. If he got 30 per cent he 
tried not to let anyone else see his 

Thirtyfold Christians only think of 
God on Sundays or when they are in 
trouble. Sixtyfold Christians do better, 
but still much ‘of what they do is for 
self. Hundredfold Christians are those 
who want:'to please the Lord all the 
time. Their motto is, “All for Jesus.” 
Which kind will you be? 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


The seed is being sown here at Sun- 
day school. Ask God to make your hegrt 
good ground. If the seed is wasted on 
you, you will be forever lost. 

FERNDALE, WASH. » 


PS Leet 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
Topic and Scripture: 


Hearing With Ears and Heart 
(Mark 4:10-20) 


HAT’S this I find in our Treasure 
. Chest? Yes, they are seeds— 
wheat seeds. 

The Lord Jesus once told a parable 
about seed. A parable is an earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning. 

This parable shows a field with four 
different kinds of ground in it. Betty, 
please pass these sheets of paper which 
we'll pretend are fields. We'll divide 
them into four parts. 

(Tell the story as you ‘draw a bird 
in the first square, stones in the second. 
briers in the third, and write “Good” 
in the fourth.) / 

Later Jesus’ friends asked Him what 
the parable meant. They were sure it 
meant something very important. 

The Lord Jesus Christ told, them the 
seed was like God’s Book, the Bible. 
Each little wheat kernel was like some 
good verse. 


‘And Jesus said His friends were like 
the farmer. They sowed Bible verses 
in the ground of people’s hearts. 

He explained that there are four kinds 
of listeners among people. Some have 
hearts so hard that the Devil steals away 
the seed as soon as it is sown. These 
people keep right on swearing, lying, 
and getting mad, and never accept the 
Lord Jesus as their Saviour at all. 

The second field is like people who 
hear God’s Word and remember it for 
a while. They stop-their sins and lis- 
ten to the Lord Jesus. But their friends 
make fun of them and they get ashamed. 
So the seed in their hearts doesn’t grow 
after all. 


The third ground is better. Children 
who have hearts like this seem to be 
good Christians for a while. Then, lit- 
tle by little, they get so busy playing 
with their friends that they forget to 
pray, go to church, and to be like the 
Lord Jesus always. So the seed is 
choked. 

But the fourth ground is wonderful. 
These children give their hearts to the 
Lord Jesus forever. The Bible seed 
grows up Deautifully in them. 

Now all four kinds of people had ears 
and heard the Word of God. But only 
one: kind heard with their hearts, too. 
Only one kind decided to accept the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour. 

Let me tell you a story which shews 
this clearly. 

Mary was a preacher’s little daughter, 
and she loved to play upstairs in her 
daddy’s study. 

One day after Mary had strewn his 



































Lesson for February 2 


books over the floor, she grew tired and 
decided to go downstairs: When about 
halfway down, she heard her daddy call, 
“Mary, come back and pick up the 
books !” 

But Mary came right on downstairs. 
And Mother heard her say, “If I can 
des’ get to the bottom, I won’t hear 
Daddy call me.” 

Did Mary hear with her ears and with 
her heart, too? How can you tell? 

Now we'll learn a memory verse about 
ears (Mark 4:23). 

Our Treasure Chest has some little 
envelopes in it. I am putting this wheat 
seed into them for you to take home. 
When you see the wheat, ask yourselves, 
“Do I hear God with my ears and my 
heart, too? Am I like good ground?” 


ForestTvItue, N. Y. 


i“ 
Illustrating the Lesson 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
wed and explaining the coriditions upon by 
tions are accepted may be had 
the es for 10 cents. $1! is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrati eens must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be Bete ame eagties “Illustration und 
Tables.” feren is given to illustrations 
on ae jew lesson text. Because of the 

ae eae e, readers are asked to 

fimit as: total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. P 

Whose Fault?—If any man have ears 
to hear, let him hear (Mark 4:23, Golden 
Text). In a famous ecclesiastical trial 
in Virginia a number of years ago,~ it 
was said by someone that the preaching 
of the party on trial had no more ef- 
fect than “pouring water on a duck’s 
back.” Quick as a flash the reply came: 
“Is that the fault of the water or the 
duck?” There is food for thought in 
that thrust. “Take heed what ye hear,” 
the Master said—From Essex. Sent by 


Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Why He Did Not Understand.—That 


seeing they may see, and not perceive: | 


and hearing they may hear, and not un- 
derstand (Mark 4:12). The story is 
told concerning a prime minister of 
England that he was invited to hear a 
distinguished preacher, who at the time 
was being widely used of God for the 
conversion of men. It is said that on 
that occasion the preacher was at his 
best and the Gospel was preached in 
demonstration of the Spirit and in 
power. On leaving the meeting the 
prime minister was asked how the meet- 
ing impressed Him, and his reply was, 
“To tell you the truth, I gave the man 
my .most careful attention from start 
to finish, but I was wholly unable to 
understand what the man was talking 
about.” Here was a man with a great 
mind, able to deal with complex politi- 
cal problems, but wholly unable to re- 
ceive the plain and simple teachings of 
the Cross. This proves the truth of 
what the apostle says: “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
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unto him: ‘neither can he know. them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


The Text, Not the Sermon.—The sower 
soweth the word (Mark 4:14). An arch- 
deacon tells that as a young man he 
preached a sermon in a country town. 
One man was converted and afterward 
became a famous local preacher and 
the means of great blessing in the coun- 
try around. When the archdeacon was 
again in the neighborhood he called 
upon the man and asked him what part 
of his sermoh brought about his con- 
version. He answered, “Oh, sir, it was 
not your sermon; it was the text.”— 
From the Christian Herald (London). 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can: 


The Word Endures.—The sower sow- 
eth the word (Mark 4:14). 


The Anvil of God’s Word 


Last eve I paused beside the blacksmith’s 
door, 
And heard the anvil ring the vesper 
chime; 
Then looking in, I saw upon the floor, 
Old hammers worn with beating years 
of time. 


“How many anvils have you had,” said I, 
“To wear and batter ali these hammers 


so?” 
“Just one,” said he, and then, with 
twinkling eye, 
“The anvil wears the hammers out, you 
know.” 
And so, I thought, the anvil of God's 
Word, 


For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was 
h ; 


The anvil is unharmed, the hammers 
gone. 
~—John Clifford, D.D. 
—Sent by Nelson A: Jackson, Keuka 
Park, N. Y. 


Washable Virtues.—And so endure but 
for a time (Mark 4:17). In the early days 
when fabrics were made and dyed .at 
home, it was not always easy to get fast 
color. A good Quaker father inscribed 
under the record of his child’s birth this 
quaintly worded petition: “And fit her 
for her long journey, O Lord, with vir- 
tues that will wash [will not fade with 
washing].”"—From Forward. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can, 


ve 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 65) 

1. Because it was probably fhe most 
usual method of teaching in Jewish circles. 
The rabbis ‘used many parables to point out 
morals or to make vivid illustrations. 

2. His hearers had heard His words ‘and 
seen His miracles and belonged to two 
groups: believers and rejecters. The re- 
jecters said that His words and acts were 
Satanic. Now Christ wanted the believers 
to see and understand even more clearly 
the truths that He preached. 

3. The key lies in the phrase “unto them 
that are without.” These had already hat- 
dened their hearts and minds against the 
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Nuevo Testamento 

de 
Nuestro Senor Jesucristo 

va "a 
The Bible Meditation League, pub- 
lishers and providers of free Bible. 
study literature in many languages, is 
right now. providing New ‘Testa- 
ments and study material in the 
Spanish’ language for the Spanish 
speaking Jews of South America. 
Originally 30,000, but recently in- 
creased to 50,000, copies have been 
requested for free ‘distribution in® 
Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Chile, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, 


Paraguay, and other sections of South 
and Central America. 


A special pledge of “the last six 
cents per copy” of the cost of each 
Testament up to fifty thousand cop- 
ies has been received. Will you share 
in the providing of the remaining 
twenty-one cents needed for each 
Testament and the accompanying 
study outline? 


You are invited to send with your 
gift a statement concerning why you 
love the Jews. Some of the choicest 
excerpts will be used in a special 
pamphlet for these Spanish speaking 
Jews who are actually asking for the 
New Testament and study material 
in their own tongue. 





Cut off here and mail 


t 
The Bible Meditation League, Inc. 
74 E. Gay Street, Columbus 15, Ohio 








Here is my gift of $--~------..-: to help. provide 
the remainder of - fifty thousand Spanish N. 
Testaments and an equal number of Bible study = , 
lines for the Jews of th America. 
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your class spellbound. Discipline problems solved. 
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results. Children want to learn and they clamor for this 
new way of presenting Bible truths. You will double your 
attendance. Write for free folder telling all about this 
new method of teaching, to — 
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FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


WILMINGTON DELAWARE 








Por thé word of God. and for the testimony of Jesus Christ, 


Consecrated 
Leadership 


The great touchstone of Christian 
truth is its tendency to promote holiness 
of life. So FairH Theological Seminary 
places constant emphasis upon evan- 
ij missionary interest, the separated 
aie, prayer, and dependence upon God. 
These interests pervade the class room, 
the. prayer meetings and chapel services, 
‘and the practical Christian work which 
the students carry on under faculty 
direction, ¥ 


The Seminary is endorsed by the 
. Bible Presbyterian Church, and seeks 
to train men who shall serve the Lord 
wherever He shall call them to labor. 
Graduates already prepared at FaITH 
aré active in many fields of usefulness 
in this country and abroad, including 
missionary ministry in four continents. 
Fourteen have entered the chaplaincy, 
one having given his life on the field 
of battle. 


For further details of the work of 
the Seminary, please correspond 
direct with The Registrar, 1303-T 
Delaware Avenue, Wilmington 19, 
Delaware. 


Dr. Allen A. MacRoe, President 
of the Faculty, whose genio! per- 
sonality and able scholarship are 
@ blessing to all. Inset, a busy 
corner of the Library. 
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truth. The words, then, were, in part, judg- 
mént on blasphemous unbelief. The  in- 
ability to understand was because of a 
chosen viewpoint: “As the light from 
heaven falls on earthly objects, the shadows 
are cast. But our perception of thém, and 
its mode, depend on the position which wé 
occupy relatively to that Light” (Eder- 
sheim) . 

4. Isaiah 6:9, 10. 

5. Because they had faith in Christ and 
had already received the truths tafight 
them, they were able, through faith, to 
receive more truth. 


6. It was something that was not made 
known to men: in other agés, but was in the 
age of grace revealed by the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 3:5). 

7. The Devil, the flesh, and the world. 

8. The Word of God is the good seed that 
is sown in men’s hearts. Men themselves 
are the seed of the Kingdom—to bring 
forth fruit: souls brought to the Lord Jesus. 


A Valuable Collection 
of English Bibles 


(Continued from page 56) 


three volumes, the Baskerville Bible of 
1762, the Dove’s Press Bible of 1903 in 
five volumes, and the Bible printed by 
Nonesuch Press in 1925 in five volumes. 

For the dinner at the Caxton celébra- 
tion ‘in London in 1877 a special isstie 
of the Bible was printed and bound in 
twelve hours. A history of this edition 
by Henry Stevens gives the list of those 
receiving copies, in which the copy in 
this collection is listed in the name of 
King Leopold of Belgium. 

Mrs. Ross has contributed to the col- 
lection two Bibles, with beautiful fore- 
edge paintings. 

The English Revised Version is rep- 
resented by a first edition of the New 
Testament of 1881 and two copies of the 
first edition of the Bible of 1885. 

In addition to the English versions 
and the Latin manuscripts heretofore 
mentioned, the collection contains Wal- 
ton’s Polyglott of 1657 in six volumes 
and facsimiles of three noted Greek 
manuscripts. There are also several 
books dealing with the history of the 
various versions, and other volumes, 
such as, the first edition of Foxe’s Book 
of Martyrs in Latin published in 1559 
and two volumes of Bishop Lattimer’s 
sermons published in 1562 and 1565. 


AMERICAN BIBLES 


This list would not be complete with- 
out a reference to the Bibles printed in 
the United.States which form part of 
the collection. The first.of these is John 
Eliot’s Indian Bible published in 1663. 
Next is Christoph Saur’s German Bible 
published in Germantown in 1743. ;In 
1782 the first English Bible printed in 
America was published by Robert 
Aitken, whose place of business. was 
“Pope’s Head, three doors above’ the 
Coffee House, in Market Street, Phila- 
delphia.”. - It ‘contains the report of the 
Congressional Committee appointed to 
examine the work and a regolution of 
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State Represe Congress recommending it “to the in- 
Wanted in esemtative habitants of the United States.” With 


Retesiteadeehehine Wihll tenulics\. toocune foams the Bible are a letter of Robert Aitken’s 
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item is the Bible in four volumes trans. 
lated by Charles Thomson, Secretary of 
the Continental Congress. 

A small New Testament published by 
Confederate States Bible Society, Au- 
gusta, in 1862, also deserves mention. 

This collection, while it contains a few 
Bibles in other languages, is primarily 
one of English Bibles, and nearly all 
the important early versions are repre- 
sented. 

In the beginning of this paper the 
Bible is referred to as an “alien Book;” 
but. while in one sense that is true, it 
is peculiarly the Book for all languages 
and races. Other books lose much in a 
foreign’ setting, but @s MacLaren of 
Manchester once said, “It does not. mat- 
ter into what barbarous tongue you put 
the: Bible it seems to fit the language 
as if it were made for it.” And he adds, 
“It. was made for it,” ' 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Scope of Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


seemed too material. It savored of self- 
ishness, and as for herself, she just 
could not pray for such things, she said. 
Of course she couldn’t. She had no néed 
to do.so, for.one thing. Her husband 
held a well-salaried position, and pray- 
ing for a winter coat’ would have been 
neither needful nor right in her circum- 
stanices. But how different in the case 
of. the missionary! She could not afford 
out of her small subsistence allowance 
the price of a good winter coat, and the 
smallness of her means was the direct 
result of answering God’s call to mis- 
sionary service. Moreover, the coat was 
a necessity for deputation work in a 
Canadian .winter, and thus her. need 
stood directly related to her service for 
Christ, and that justified her in asking 
God for the coat and rejoicing when He 
sent it. 

The whole matter of, what is. the 
proper subject for prayer becomes 
Tuminous when we. study the Lord’s 
Prayer. There are six petitions in it, 
and the first three are occupied with 
God’s cause among men, His program 
for the world. The remaining three 
have to do with God’s provision for 
people who are committed to God’s 
cause and working at His ‘program. 

The first thing we ask in this model 





The boostful giant taunts o faithless ormy . . 
visiting lad accepts his dere! Armor hinders 
rather than helps . . . so. only o sling but God's 
power behind it . .. deod giant! 
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Dr. Wilbur M. Smith says: ‘Here are 
the things ministers who love to medi- 
tate upon and really search into the 
treasures of the Word of Ged will ; 
find satis g and 
strengthening. Here are deep- 
only a master of the 
Greek New Testament can discover 
and “ng understandingly display to 


Hebrews in the Greek 
' New Testament 
(Newest volume in the series, just 
released.) 





This ninth volume in Mr. Wuest's 
series on the Greek New Testament 
for the English reader is his largest 
work to date and, in many respects, 
his most important. It is a detailed 
exposition of the Greek text of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews which makes 
available. to those who do not know 
Greek the added light and richness 
of the original text. Approximately 
430 Greek words are treated in an in- 
dividual way and, in addition to this, 
the student is given the benefit of the 
author's study of the Greek text in 
many places where specific Greek 
word studies are not presented. A 
volume the earnest student will use 
constantly. $2.50 
Golgen. Noggets from the Greek ~ 

Testament - : - $1.50 


Bypaths in the Greek New Testament 1.50 
Treasures from the Greek New 
Testament - é 1.50 
Untrenslatable Riches from the 
Greek New Testament -  - 1.50 
Futipoions in the Goaak dew 
estement..._ - ee 1.50 
I Peter in the Greek New Tastament. 1.60 
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prayer is that God’s name be hallowed, 
that reverence for Him dwell among 
men as it dwells in Heaven. Then we 
ask that God’s Kingdom come, His rule 
be owned in earth as in Heaven. Then 
comes the prayer that the will of God 
be done on earth as it is done in Heaven. 
So far everything in the prayer seeks 
the furtherance of God’s rule in human 
hearts. The suppliant is burdened about 
a world in revolt against God. He longs 
to see God’s name hallowed, His King- 
dom established, His will done in all 
the world. He can be content with noth- 
ing less than every knee bowing and 
every tongue confessing that Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father, 
and this is the burden of His supplica- 
tion. 

What a contrast this with much of 


holy zeal for the glory of God and the 
good of ‘men, and only after earnest 
entreaty for the enlarging of the fron- 
tiers of God’s Kingdom in all the world 
are personal needs brought forward. Is 
not the pattern of our praying so often, 
“Bless me, and my family, my church, 
and my country,” with perhaps a last 
minute glance at’ the faraway frontiers 
of the Kingdom of God—and perhaps 
not! But when we pray after the mind 
of Christ the real burden of our petition 
is the prosperity of God’s cause in the 
hearts of men everywhere, and prayer 


‘ for personal needs comes in only as they 


stand related to this consuming passion 
of the soul for the hallowing of God’s 
name, the coming of His Kingdom, the 
doing of His will. 

After these sweeping petitions come 
the modest requests for ourselves: a re- 
quest for daily bread, or temporal neces- 
sities; and then for two spiritual neces- 
sities, pardon and protective guidance: 
forgive us our debts, lead us not into 
temptation. . The missjonary’s prayer 
for a coat’was a part of the daily bread 
petition, and was perfectly proper as 
something related to her service for 
God: And the pardon that keeps us in 
fellowship with God, and the guidance 
that keeps us in God’s will and way 
are also necessary not only to our own 
soul’s good, but to the honoring and 
serving of God in our lives. 

The Lord’s. Prayer, then, seems to 
imply we have a right to the things 
asked in the second half of the prayer 
for ourselves only as we are living for 
the things that form the burden of the 
first part. Forty years ago at a Chris- 
tian Endeavor Convention, Dr. James A. 
Francis, in a notable address on “The 
Mold of Prayer,” said: “I cannot ex- 
pect God to pay my board another day 
unles I am living for the hallowing of 
His name, the coming of His Kingdom, 
and the doing of His will. He may do 
it, for He is ‘kind unto the unthankful 
and to the evil,’ but I have no claim 
for daily blessings unless I am in the 
line of daily duty.” 





This prayer begins with™ 


- which Amos implied when he asked, 
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Let our praying be after this model 
prayer, its chief burden being the King- 
dom of. God and His righteousness. 
Then may we also rightly expect .God 
to make ,our personal necessities His 
care. », 





(To be continued) 
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The Young People's 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


2. Youth Share the Christian Fellowship 
(1 John 1:3-7) (Christian Endeavor Day) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian eres sg and are 


HE very thought of fellowship, or 

communion, implies sharing. ‘It in- 
volves, however, more than one person 
dividing with another, or with others, 
that which he has. Fellowship demands 
that the sharing shdll be mutual, each 
providing something that is shared with 
others. 

But, here again, it is not enough to 
say that fellowship, or communion,-4is 
a mutual sharing. In a debate 6r- a 
forum, thoughts and ideas may” be’ 
shared mutually with others without 
any true fellowship or communion, each 
individual departing “of the same opin- 
ion still,” and richer only in that he 
knows what his fellows may think. 

Fellowship, or communion, requires 
that there shall be ‘like-mindedness in 
the, sharing. It is, not thet no new 
thought or idea may come to an indi- 
vidual through fellowship or com- 
munion, but rather that the exchange 
of.thoughts and ideas is along lines that 
are in agreement. 

r : yg 
re : 

Turning now to our Scripture verses 
for light on Christian fellowship, we 
learn, first of all, that- fellowship be- 
tween Christian believers is linked in- 
separably with fellowship with God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3). We may 
be sympathetic with those who differ 
with us concerning belief in God and 
in Jesus Christ as His only Son, but we 
can have no true fellowship with them. 
This is not a “holier than thou” atti- 
tude. It is an unalterable principle 


“Can two walk together, except they 
be agreed?” (Amos 3:3.) 
V4 

A second principle concerning Chris- 
tian fellowship is seén -in verges 6- and 
7 of our Scripture lesson. Fellowship 
between believers is dependent upon 
walking in the light. Verses-8 to 10 of 
this same chapter of John, which verses, 
however, are not included in ourSerip- 
ture lesson, explain whet it is to “walk 
in the light.” God Himself is light, we 
learn from verse 5 of our lesson. In 
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His presence all inconsistencies, short- 
cothings, and sin are revealed (Eph. 5: 
13). When we come into God’s pres- 
ehee through prayer, and through the 
teading of the Word, the Holy Spirit 
thakes plain to us those things in our 
hearts and lives that are not as they 
shotild be, those things that interfere 
ot hirider communion or fellowship with 
God. 

Two courses of action are possible in 
viéw of this revelation. We may turn 
away, and refuse to do anything about 
‘the condition that has been revealed to 
us. Or, we may confess to God, ac- 
knowledging our sin, and our fault, and 
lack of conformity to His will. If we 
take this latter course, we have God’s 
own promise that he will forgive our 
sin, and will cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness, so that our fellowship 
with Him may continue (1 John 1:9). 
Sin interrupts our fellowship with God, 
but that interruption need be only mo- 
mentary —long enough for us to con- 
fess-the sin, and be restored. The trag- 
edy is ‘that, sometimes, believers allow 
the interruption to be extended, through 
failure to acknowledge the sin, and thus 
God is prevented from cleansing and 

we 

Since, as we have seen above, fellow- 
ship and.commtunion of believers are 
dependent upon fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, it should immedi- 
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ately be seen that believers cannot have 
any true fellowship with those who deny 
the Father, or who refuse to acknowl- 
edge His Son. ‘True believers cannot 
worship with and find fellowship with 
Unitarians, or Jews, or Christian Sci- 
entists, or Modernists, for all of these 
cults or religions deny the unique Son- 
ship of the Lord Jesus, and relegate Him 
to the place of a man. We may, and 
should treat all men courteously ahd 
kindly, and seek to help them in every 
way we can, but we can find ho Working 
ground for worship or for co-operation 
in the things of Christ with those who 
are not ihn agreement with the funda- 
mental teachings of the Christian faith, 
and who thus are not “walking in the 
light.” On the contrary we are warned 
against being unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers or haVing communion 
with them (2 Cot, 6:14; Eph. 5:11). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Children 1 at Home 


Bobby, Learns His Verse 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


OBBY was having a hard time learn- 
ing the Twenty-third Psalm. He 
had reached the verse which begins, 
“Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies,” and it wasn’t 
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Bible training 
center! 


De you want more trained leaders in 
your church? Do you need more compe- 
tent Sunday school teachers and religi- 
ous education leaders? By organizing a 
Bible training center in your own church 
you can have them ... and Moody Bible 
Institute Correspondence School is an 
ideal way to provide this training. Here 
are some of the advantages of this prac- 
tical plan: 


@ The problem of what material 
to use is-solved. 

* The grading of papers is not 
your burden; specially trained 
examiners do this. 

© Attractive, personalized cer- 
tificates are granted to those 


successfully completing a 


course. 
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easy to remember. He had asked Mother 
to explain the hard words, and she had 
tried. Then suddenly she thought of a 
lovely way to make Bobby understand. 

“T'll tell you what, dear,”*she began, 
“we'll act that verse out, then you'll 
know exactly what it means.” 

“How can we act it out?” Bobby 
wanted to know as he lay back on his 
pillow. For you see, Bobby was a little 
sick. He had a cold and it was a chest 
cold, which meant he must stay on the 
couch, or the. pneumonia germs might 
catch up with him, 

“Wait just a moment,” ‘said Mother, 
and, with a little chuckle, she went to the 
telephone. 

Bobby listened. She was calling the 
home of his playmates, Jeannie and Cari, 
who.lived down the street. 

“There,” smiled Mother as she hung 
up the receiver, “they'll both be over 
right after school, and that will be any 
minute now.” 

Bobby glued his nose to the window 
and, sure enough, there they eame— 
Jeannie and Carl. They looked rosy and 
happy, and every few steps Carl would 
reach down and pick up some of the 
snow to pack into a loose ball. When he 
saw Bobby at the window, he made a 
funny face and pretended to throw the 
snowball right at him. 

Mother went out onto the porch and 
talked with the children for a’ moment. 
Presently Bobby saw them begin to foll 
snowballs. The snow was wet and heavy 
and easy to roll. 

Carl worked so fast that he soon had 
a ball as big as a bushel basket. Then 
he went to help Jéannie, who, being 
smaller, didn’t have muscle enough to do 
hers alone. 

Finally the two balls were done, sitting 
‘side by side net far from Bobby’s wine 
dow. < 

Then the children raced to the porch 
where Mother gave them a big, -wide 
board. This they laid carefully across 
the two snowballs. 5 

“Why, it’s a table!” cried Bobby ex. 
citedly. “Is someone going.to eat from 
it?” 

“Yes, we’re preparing a table,” agreed 
Mother as she went to the door again and 
handed out some food to lay on the 
» Soon the table was all set. There was 
a handful of. oatmeal in a shallow 'tin,’a 
couple of slices of old bread to crumb up, 
a big beef bone from yesterday's soup, 
and a saucer of suet pieces. 

Bobby wondered very much who was 
going to eat this food. He could* hear 
Mother thanking Carl and Jeannie. 
Then he saw the two run down the street 
toward their home, laughing and waving 
at their friend until they were out of 
sight. ~ 

After they had gone, Bobby leaned 
back and rested a while. Suddenly he 

. forgot all about being tired. 
“Mother! Mother!” he called, -“A bird 
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DR. HULL 
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has.come to the table —a big, bltie bird!” 

“Oh, yes, fhat’s a blue jay,” said 
Mother. “And here comes Mrs. Jay, too 
They stay around all winter and we can 
feed them often.” 

Eagerly Bobby watched the handsome 
pair as they tugged at the bone and ate 
some of the suet. 

“Here’s another bird—two of them!” 
squealed Bobby. 

“Yes, they’re sparrows. They stay here 
winters, too. They are not such pretty 
birds; but they eat lots of weed seed so 
are a real help to the farmers.” 

For some time no other birds came to 
the feast, then a big, noisy black bird 
flew down from a tree. He had a very 
yellow bill. 

“That’s a starling,” explained Mother. 
“And he’s a mean old thing as he fights 
other birds and steals their nests. But 
he does eat bugs and caterpillars, so he’s 
a help, too.” 

Suddenly, something else happened. 
Tinker, Bobby’s big, gray cat came creep- 
ing around the corner of the house, his 
yellow eyes fastened hungrily on the 
birds that still pecked at the crumbs on 
the table. 

“That’s an enemy—TI'll chase him 
away!” exclaimed Mother. And, running 
to. the door, she cried, “Scat, there — 
scat!” And Tinker ran away from the 
intended feast. Of course, the birds flew 
away, too. ‘ 

“You must watch from the window,” 
warned Mother, “so I can shoo him away 
when he comes again. For the birds will 
be back and so will he.” 

“I understand the Bible verse now,” 
smiled Bobby. “It means the Lord Jesus 
gives us good things as we gave the 
birds some food. And when Satan comes 
around, as Tinker did, then Jesus chases 
him away.” 

“Why, that’s exactly right!” Mother’s 
eyes shone happily. 

“And I ean say the verse—I know I 
can,” declared Bobby. “ “Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies.” Bobby said the sentence 
without a mistake, and what is better 
still, he never forgot it. 

Forestvitiz, N. Y. 
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With the New Books 


Things Surely To Be Believed. A 
Primer of Bible Doctrine. Vol. 1. By 
E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. (Our Hope 
Press, 456.Fourth Ave., New York 16; 
$3.) Seven books and four booklets have 
how come from the pen of Dr. English, 
editor of Our Hope. This seventh book 
is the first volume in a series of four. 
The others will be called “Things That 
Accompany Salvation,” “Things Hard To 
Be Understood,” and “Things Shortly To 
Come To Pass,” and Dr. English hopes to 
complete them within about five years. 
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The twenty-two chapters of this volume 
appeared in Our Hope over a period of 
about two and a half years under the 
title, “A Primer of Bible Doctrine.” 

The chapters expound such fundamen- 
tal doctrines as the inspiration of the 
Scriptures and the Trinity; the deity, in- 
carnation, virgin birth, and sinlessness of 
Christ; the atonement and bodily resur- 
rection; the work of the Holy Spirit; re- 
pentance, regeneration, justification, and 
sanctification. There are enlightening 
chapters on Satan and angels, creation, a 
Christian’s two natures, eternal security, 
and the second coming of Christ. 

Dr. English writes clearly and simply, 
so that his book may be used as a text- 
book by. beginners in Bible study; and 
more advanced students will welcome 
the completeness of the discussions. 
There are certain important features that 
strengthen Dr. English’s expositions and 
increase their value. He clearly defines 
his terms, as “inspiration,” “atonement,” 
“repentance,” and the like, quoting the 
English dictionary, and giving light from 
Hebrew and Greek lexicons; he gives 
copious references to the Scriptures; he 
outlines his chapters, inserting helpful 
subheadings; he recognizes the objections 
of unbelievers, and provides convincing 
answers; and he gives useful footnotes, 
a bibliography, and an index. 

The Trves can heartily recommend 
Dr. English’s latest volume as a valuable 
handbook on many of the foundational 
Christian doctrines. 


Alcohol the Destroyer. By C. Aubrey 
Hearn.. (Broadman Press, Nashville 3, 
Tenn., cloth, 60-cents; paper, 40 cents.) 
Pliny said that there were sixty-six 
varieties of artificial wines, all of which 
produce a thousand crimes. How dif- 
ferent from the sixty-six Books of the 
Bible, which bring thousands of bless- 
ings to ‘the believer !. 

The little volume under consideration 
is packed with reliable information that 
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and Missionary Medical Course 
Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 


Be Blessed through Bible Study! 


Let BROOKS’ BIBLE COURSES 
- quickly show you how! 


In these turbulent end days too many are 

saying, “I can’t seem to get interested in 
Bible study.” Tell them of the enticing, 

a - ractical study system devised 
by Dr. Keith L. Brooks. 


Leading questions, rie blank spaces for answers 
obtained tenn given Bible references, open the wonders 
of the Word and guide you to peevaniing, thei Railing eee, 

started at home NOW! The: pecial 











Galatians and Philippians (one) - 
Genesis, Book of Beginnings ~- 
Prophetic Research — - oe 
Doctrinal Course a 
Book of Revelation 


For other Courses see our FREE Book Bulletin, 
Write for YOUR copy today! 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, inc. 


stoclasses. Order samples TODAY as ‘ollowing 

pmo 4 copy prices. 
’ 
“Beginner” Courses 

Young At s Bible Work - «+ Be 

Heart of iene s Gospel - i a ioe 

Junior Bible Work ee of Se ee 25c 

Christian Character Te Se ae 

Bible Marking Course - . - - - Be 

’ 7] 
13 “Solid Meat” Courses: 

Gospel of Meuhow * 50c 

Gospel of Mark - - 50c 

Gospel of ae - - 50c 

Gospel Fy John “The Son of God” - + @e 

Book of Acts - . - 65c 

X- Soy of Roman: - - 50c 

Ephesians and Caletitens (one) | ¢ “~: “ae 

Hebrews - 50c 

- 50c 

. 50c 

- 50c 

- 50c 

- 60c 


Box BB Eagle Rock Station Los Angeles 41, Callf, 
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THE SALVATION ARMY - 





DouBLe DIVIDENDS 
with | 


SALVATION ARMY 


Guaranteed 


TANNUITIES' 


A LIFE INCOME WITH SAFETY 
. A SHARE IN RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE WORK 


Learn how a cam may receive a life income that is safe, dependable 
how your money will help The Sabvation Army 
minister to the physical and spiritual needs of those less fortunate. 


Annuities are issued under the supervision of the New York State 
Insurance Dept. Annual Incomes up to 7%, depending upon age. 
Write for booklet 14 


130 4th St New York 1..N Y 





























































ee ea 





, 


7,3 : 


es 


Sa 





sod emeeks. = 9, 
pene 


2A GIRO EPO caer tia 





i a 7 am e 
is 9 r - 


4. 422) * THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


effectively warns the reader of the de- 
structive properties of alcoholic bev- 
erages. The author begins his work 
with a tragic story that literally shocks 
one'into wide-awake attention. A lively 
interest is sustained throughout the 
whole book. There are astonishing facts 
about the history. of strong drink. There 
are plausible explanations of Biblical 
passages concerning the use of wine. 
There are startling reasons (or excuses) 
given as to why people drink; for ex- 
ample, they drink to satisfy an appetite 
created by liquor propaganda. This ex- 
poses the gilded evil in this sort of ad- 
vertising. A number of self-explanatory 
drawings show that alcohol is an enemy 
of health, morals, reason, the church, 
the home, and all society. An appendix 

_ Offers helpful suggestions to teachers, 
and gives a set of review questions. 
Five pages are devoted to bibliography, 
while the whole volume is sprinkled 
with footnotes, Every important state- 
ment is proved with documentary evi- 
dence. This authoritative and timely 
book can be recommended to all Chris- 
tian workers and all other friends of 
civic righteousness. 


MISSIONARY LESSONS 


FOR YOUR FLANNELBOARD 
COLORED @ MOUNTED e READY 


TO USE @ BASED ON ACTUAL EX- 
PERIENCES @ WRITTEN BY A 


SUCCESSFUL MISSIONARIES 
MBTHE WAY BEYOND THE. 

MOON 

By. Rev. John Bechtel 

~ How the Baouli Tribe in_ French West ' 
Africa first heard the Good News, $1.00, 
@HRE-MIL MEETS THE CHIEF OF | 
THE SKIES 

By Mrs. Gordon H. Smith | 
fices, $1.00, f 

At most religious book stores 


Christian Publications, Inc. 
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The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 


WRITE TODAY 





: Bible Catalogue 
REQUEST—FREE— )Sunday School Literature and Sup- 


(Specify which) plies ’ Catalogue 
Book Catalogue 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Cleveland 1, Ohio 


J **Behold — There Came A Leper?”? (mutt. 2) 
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We plead your prayers 





They came to the Lord —For.the millions yet 
Jesus Christ! without Christ. 
For the missionaries who 


In compassion and love 
— He ministered unto 
them. 


minister to them 





For all missionary work 
in ‘‘Darkest Africa.’’ 


—_—_——_ 


A post card will bring 
you copies of ‘The Un- 
evangelized’’ and other 
informative literature. 


They still come — and 
faithful missionaries 
minister to them. 





U. T. M. Leper Patient 


THE UNEVANGELIZED TRIBES MISSION, INC. 


‘5 @00-601 Witherspoon Bullding ~ ‘Juniper and Sansom Streets Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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A Primer on Preaching. By Alfred P. 
Gibbs. (Walterick Printing Co., Fort 
.Dodge, Iowa, paper, 60 cents; cloth, 
$1.25.) This is a revised, second edition 
of a work first published seven years 
ago, and reviewed very favorably then 
by Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes, The book 
is very aptly described by its title, and 
it will be of great help to many who 
seek helpful, elementary instruction in 
the preparation and delivery of mes- 
sages from God’s Word. The instructions 
given are clear, carefully outlined, and 
well illustrated. 


The author lays a strong spiritual 
foundation for his book in the early 
chapters, where he deals with the quali- 
fications! of the preacher. When he 
moves on to a discussion of the sermon 
itself, he presents specific suggestions 
for the preparation of the message, and 
cites helpful examples of the various 
kinds of sermons. In the latter respect, 
a veritable wealth of material is pre- 
sented; the only criticism that could be 
given in this regard is that it would be 
impossible, within the time limits of 
the ordinary sermon today, to use more 
than a fraction of the material offered 
in one of Mr. Gibbs’ outlines. — 


The six concluding chapters deal with 
the delivery of sermons, and here again 
is an abundance of good counsel from 
which every preacher of the Word could 
profit. Mr. Gibbs has written this book 
out of a desire that the Gospel shall be 
preached effectively by the servants of 
God, and his work makes a genuine con- 
tribution to that end. 
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By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


January 27 to February 2 
Mon.—John 4:43-54. 
Healing the Nobleman’s Son. 
Prayer Succestions: “This is again 
the second miracle that Jesus did, when 
he was come out of Judzea into Galilee.” 
Keep in mind that the healing of this son 
of the nobleman was a miracle. The 
Lord, many miles away from this sick 
boy’s bed, spoke a word that healed the 
lad at that very moment. Our almighty 
Saviour’s word has lost none ‘of its 
power. The fever of sin, tormenting 
dear boys and girls, is no. match for our 
omnipotent Lord. Tell Him your trou- 
bles. “No good thing will he withhold 
from them: that walk uprightly” (Psa. 84: 
11). Pray for Illinois Rural Bible. Cru- 
sade, Box 757, Bloomington, IU. 


Tues.—John 5:1-18. Healing on the Sabbath. 


Prayer Succestions: “The sabbath 
day.” Our Lord shows us the right way 
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Subscription Rates 
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five years, $8.75; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $1.75 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per: year. 

The Sunday School Times Co. 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








of observing a day of rest. Many abuse 
the day; but let us honor the first day of 
the week, so as to advance God’s truth 
and cause. A _ revival, restoring the 
Christian’s rest day, is undoubtedly the 
greatest need of the Christian church. 
. Study Christ’s observance of the old Sab- 
bath (vs. 1-18). Note His ministries. 
Pray for the restoration of Lord’s Day 
observance in your family and church. 


Wed.—John 5:19-25. 
The Son’s Relation to the Father. 
Prayer Succestions: “That all men 
should honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth 
not the Son honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent him.” Christians,. do 
not, as some have maintained, worship 
more than one God. We worship “God 
. manifest in the fiesh.” Our Jesus is 
Immanuel — God with us. “The Word” 
who was with God, and who came unto 
us in the flesh, “was God.” If this truth, 
that Christ is God, departs from the 
earth, hope of salvation is at an end, for 
we must believe that Jésus Christ is 
Lord, in order to be saved. Pray for the 
Missionary Prayer League, 473 Greene 
Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Thurs.—John 5:33-47. The 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 


Sen’s Witness. 
“The works 


which the Father hath given me to finish, 
the same works that I do, bear witness 
of me, that the Father hath sent me.” 
John’s words about Christ were good; 
but the divine works wrought by Christ 
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are His greatest testimony. Learn to 
value more. the works God does “e Y 
you than what people say about yo 

Pray for the Chicago Gospel Mission to 
the Jews, 3508 Ogden Ave., Chicago 23. 


Fri.—John 11:30-44. The Raising of Lasarus. 


Prayer Succestions: “And when he 
thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth.” Note.our 
Lord’s conversations at the tomb of Laz- 
arus, with Martha and the Father (vs. 
40-42). These should be carefully stud- 
ied. They have an important bearing not 
only upon the miraculous raising of Laz- 
arus, but upon the church’s blessings 
down the years. Faith in Christ and His 
prayers are the church’s greatest need. 
Pray for the Interstate Evangelistic As- 
sociation, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19. 


Sat—John 11:45-57. 
The Decision To Kill Jesus. 
Prayer Succestions: “From that day 
forth they took counsel together for to 
put him to death.” Sin seeks to bring 
forth fruit unto death. Christ’s murder- 
ers followed the path of murderous Cain, 
who slew his innocent brother because 
his works were righteous. The rulers of 
the Jews killed the Lord Jesus because 
they could not endure His righteousness. 
Sin makes good look evil and evil good. 
This sort of evil will again break forth 
in the slaughter of innocents (Rev. 6: 
11; 13:10-15). Pray for Christ for Amer- 
ica, Land Title Bldg,, Philadelphia 10. 


Sun.—John 12:1-11. 
Jesus Anointed at Bethany. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Mary which an- 
ointed the Lord with ointment and 
wiped his feet with her hair” (John 11: 
2). The importance of ‘Mary’s act of 
love must be judged by the fact that the 
Lord put her name in the Gospel record, 
and gave her everlasting honor. What 
she did seemed little to some then, and 
was criticized, yet it was owned by the 
Lord. Your labors of faith and love are 
important to Christ. Pray that you may 
- faithful in your service to Him this 
ay. 
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“CLUB TIME” 


Presented by the Makers of 
_ CLUB ALUMINUM 
Hammercraft Waterless Cookware 














When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue SuNpay ScHOOL 
Times. 


| Thorough Preparation 


is essential to effective 
Christian service 


DALLAS 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


offers: 


eA standard four-year theological 
course leading to Th.M. forcollege 
graduates; offers Th.D. for semin- 
ary graduates. . 

e@ Emphasis on Bible, Theology, 
Biblical languages, History, Mis- 
sions, and Practical Theology. 

@ Unquestioned loyalty to verbal 
inspiration and historic faith. 

@ Training center for pastors, teach- 
ets, evangelists, missionaries. 

e Accredited by Regents of Uni- 
vetsity of New York. 

e Approved by U. S. Government 
for Veteran Training. 

For free catalog of tultion-ftree courses, write the 
REGISTRAR 


DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3901-3931 Swiss Avenue Dalles 4, Texas 
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For Bible-Believers Too Long Modernism Has Dictated Sunday School Topics 
ORDER Now THE NEW 


“Evangelical International Sunday School Lessons” 


Presented by 
The American Consicil of Christian Churches 


SECURE: JUNIOR, HIGH SCHOOL, ADULT, AND 
QUARTER OF 1947 


429 Castro Street . - Hayward, California 


———— 


New York 7, New York 


AT ONCE FOR THE FIRST 


MAY PRESS 











atl 





sigets 


AOE GOR REGED 


ADDS NEW COLOR TO ORGAN MUSIC 


Schulmerich CARILLONIC BELLS, the climax 
_of development in church electronics, surpasses 
by far the limited powers of organ chimes. 
CARILLONIC BELLS not only adds the pure, 
brilliant loveliness of true bell tones to your organ; 
but can also send out full bell harmonies from 
your church tower. 


Through CARILLONIC BELLS, your church 
acquires a voice of incomparable beauty in the 
community, a heart-stirring eloquence, loved and 
identified by all who hear it. Nearly seven hundred 
churches and institutions throughout the nation 
have chosen CARILLONIC BELLS for true clarity 
of tone and musical versatility. And now has come 
an even more gratifying tribute... 


The fameus Westminster Choir College of 
Princeton, Jersey has never before pro- 
vided instruction on chimes or belis. Today, 
however, the artistry of CARILLONIC BELLS has 


featuring this marvelous instrument in con- 
junction with organ and as ¢ tuwer instrument. 


To add new color to the music within your church, 
or send forth ai melodious reminder of its spiritual 
purpose, or to cfeate a memorial of lasting beauty, 
choose Schulmerich CARILLONIC BELLS. For 
complete particulars, address Dept. S-12 


Schule nf 


ELECTRONICS, INC. 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS » ACOUSTIC CORRECTION UNITS « SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS - CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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